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SHEET LEAD AND LEAD PIPE 

for all purposes and to any 
appropriate B.S. specification. 
SILVER COPPER LEAD PIPE 

to B.S.S. 1085. 

LEAD TAPE AND WIRE 


COMPO PIPE, LEAD TRAPS AND BENDS 
SOLDER 

plumbers’, tinmans’ and blowpipe 
to B.S.S. 219. 


QUESTION OF 


ipe, Brasswork and Sanitary Fittings 


Manufacturers for over a hundred years, Farmiloe’s 
have earned an enviable reputation for first-class 
workmanship plus the finest materials. 





QUALITY 











LEAD WASHERS 
for galvanized iron roofing. 


BRASSWORK 

Cast Plumbers’ Brasswork to 
Architects’ specification. 

Large size valves of all kinds, 

4’ to 3’ Stopcocks and 3” to 4’ 
Ball-valves a speciality. 


SANITARY EARTHENWARE AND FIRECLAY 
and all complementary fittings. 


Our Technical Department is at your disposal for advice and information 






WESTMINSTER, S.W.I 


Tel: ViCtoria 4480 


Lt. 
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MARGINALIA 





JA‘ }ULCOMPLETED.LeCorbusier’s 
ren irkable Maisons Jaoul in Neuilly 
are now completed and the bare 
stricture of ponderous vaults and 
loa -bearing brick which appeared 
in ‘ \e illustrations to James Stirling’s 
art le in the ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 
for September, 1955, can now be 
sec in enclosed and habitable form. 
Th open ends of the cave-like 
int riors are closed by panelled pat- 
ter s of transparency and opacity, 1, 
for ued of windows, shelving and 
cu: boards, and grass is already grow- 
in: on top of the vaults as intended. 
Tl. effect of this infilling is to make 
th whole structure appear much 
ligiiter, as may be seen by comparing 
2 vith views from the same vantage 
point of the unfinished building, and 
both massing and surface qualities 
are now nearer to his intentions as 
they appear in the published 


iwings. 




























will make concessions to local tradi- 
tions in its ancillary structures only, 
even if not in the precise forms 








mural friezes, statues and lotus- 
capitalled columns—which appear in 
the model. 





FOLDED-SLAB CHURCH. The 
brilliant Hispano-Mexican engineer 
Felix Candela continues to justify his 
assertion that the post-and-lintel 
orthodoxy in reinforced concrete is a 
harmful restraint on design (ARCHI- 
TECTURAL REVIEW, September, 1953) 
with buildings of extraordinarily 
inventive forms. The new church of 
the Virgen Milagrosa, 6, in Mexico 
City represents one of the most 
bizarre shapes yet created by the 
application of his favoured vault- 
form, the hyperbolic paraboloid. 
This form, which has the valuable 
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property of being generated from 
straight shuttering members, creates 
an interior, 7, whose aspects can have 
no equal outside the work of Antoni 
Gaudi, or odd corners of early cubist 
paintings by Picasso. These formal 
resemblances to the work of Spanish 
masters of an earlier generation are 
not necessarily coincidental by-pro- 
ducts of structural mathematics for 
Candela is famed for making most of 
his design ‘by eye,’ by an intuitive 
sense of structural form, and carry- 
ing out precise calculations, as a 
justificatory exercise, at a later date. 
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DESIGN BY THE NILE. Contrasting 
approaches to the design of luxury 
hotels are shown by two recently 
published projects for Cairo. Shep- 
heards Hotel is to be rebuilt (archi- 
tects Elias Shaghoury and Ahmed 
l‘uad), after its destruction by fire 
three years ago, in a quasi-Saracenic 
le, 3, which seems to be a rather 
ddled attempt at keeping in keep- 
with a local flavour which was 
iys rather suspect anyhow, and 
| boast arcades of pointed arches at 
und and roof terrace levels. Sand- 
hed between 
ntalism, the facade will have the 
-breaker, every-room-its-private- 
‘ony treatment which has been 
le unavoidable on hotels of ‘this 


s in hot-climates by the activity of 


Hilton Hotels organization, who 
also be represented in Cairo by the 





these two slabs of 








new Nile Hilton, 4, 5. This will be 
entirely in the international Hilton 
manner (architects James McKeown 
and James Filson), and, as at Istanbul, 





RADIO CENTRE FOR PARIS. A 
monumental and unmistakably 
French contribution to the problem 
of the design of broadcasting centres 
(ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW, August, 
1955) is now reported to be under 
construction on the Quai de Passy, 
Paris. The design, by Henry Bernard, 
a Rome Prize winner, was selected in 
a national competition in 1952, and 
in its circular form, 8, its highly 
rationalized separation of circula- 


tions, and the placing of control 





rooms and record-stacking at its 
centre it seems to stand solidly in 
the French tradition of ideal plans 
as seen in the work of Boullée and 
Ledoux. More immediately interest- 
ing to practical architects, who may 
find themselves at some time 
grappling with a similar design- 
problem, is the ease with which 
the circular plan, 9, absorbs those 
normally unconformable elements, 
three wedge-plan auditoria (seen in 
the lower part of the plan). . 





Below, the 2nd floor, showing (dark 
area) circulation for visitors, a 
access to public rooms. 





9 Forum (Amsterdam) 








MILE-HIGH CENTER. An impres- 
sive example of the ‘new’ real-estate 
development at work in USA is 
provided by Mile High Center, a 
recently completed office block in 
Denver, Colorado, financed by the 
celebrated William Zeckendorf. 
Eschewing several practices that 
are thought to be unavoidable 
in speculative central-area develop- 
ments, it makes no attempt to 
cover the whole site, thus avoiding 
set-backs on upper storeys and 
enabling the architect, I. M. Pei, to 
erect a neat square block whose walls 
lift twenty-two floors sheer and un- 
broken, 10. Furthermore there are no 
shops around the base of the block at 
pavement-level, where it has been 
largely opened out to form a covered 
entrance-concourse to the offices; 11, 
the shops have been dismissed to a 
separate concourse at basement level 



































under the exhibition hall, whose 
curved vault is visible in the fore- 
ground of the illustration. The wall- 
treatment of the main block is also 
unusual, with its carefully contrived 
‘weave’ of grey-toned main-structure 
members and tan-coloured subsi- 
diaries, and has been carefully 
worked out to present the same visual 
pattern at night when illuminated 
from within. 
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‘So much for technique!—But what 
about Beauty?’ as if they were the 
common coin of architectural com- 
merce to this day. Gropius Unadorned 
hits us much harder than Lethaby 
with a New Look. 








The Art of Re-issuing II 


Two recent additions to the grow- 
ing bibliography of classics put back 
into circulation (AR, Marginalia, 
August. and October, 1954) are 
Lethaby’s Architecture (Oxford, 18s.) 
and Gropius’s The New Architecture 
and the Bauhaus (Faber, 15s.), but 
classics though both may be—and 
classics of the empirical, functional, 
sachlich approach to architecture, in 
both cases—they could not present 
a stronger contrast. The contrast in 
the matter is well known—a common 
admiration for engineering and a 
suspicion of taste, aesthetics and 
style they both have, and _ the 
expected emphasis on purpose and 
structure—but whereas Lethaby pro- 
pounds his philosophy by means of a 
discursive time-journey from _pre- 
dynastic Egypt to Tower Bridge, 
Gropius is his usual magnificently 
a-historical self—apart from a single 
reference to Schinkel, the creation of 
the world seems for him contem- 
porary with the foundation of the 
Werkbund. 

But it is in the artifices of reissuing 
that the contrast is most formidable. 
Architecture comes in a slightly larger 
format than its original ‘Home 
University’ publication, completely 
reset, and with a _ preface and 
epilogue by Professor Basil Ward 
which, like the streamlined nose and 
tail of a restyled automobile, facili- 
tate its penetration into our con- 
temporary modes of thought—and 
its eqully rapid exit therefrom. The 
shock effect of a period text is 
vitiated if we are left at the end, not 
with a characteristically Edwardian 
statement of faith in engineering, but 
with over-familiar illustrations of the 
Ministry of Health in Rio, Lakeshore 
Apartments and the Unité at Mar- 
seilles. The same is not true of The 
‘New Architecture and the Bauhaus. 
Not only is the blunt impact of 
Morton Shand’s pugnacious transla- 
tion left unbuffered, but the new 
edition has been printed directly 
from the standing type of the old, on 
the same size page, on the same 
quality paper, and in the same 
wrapper by Moholy-Nagy. The result- 
ant impact is so forceful that the 
reader is transported violently back 
to the dogmatic "Thirties, and takes 
in his stride such observations as 


Gossip 

In the November issue of Vogue, we 
read; ‘PEOPLE ARE TALKING ABOUT... 
the Knightsbridge dustman who 
wears a discarded Lock riding bowler 
to protect himself from the bins und 
who rates the rubbish on his beat 
‘I gh class—full of broken glasses”... 
Norfolk reeds and a thatcher going 
to America to put a new roof on Miss 
Pamela Woolworth’s home . . . Out- 
rage, a special issue of THE ARCHITEC- 
TURAL REVIEW, about the Subtopia 
that our beautiful green England may 
fast come to be—a sharp reminder 
that all of us (not only public bodies) 
have an aesthetic myopia about the 
country we love...” 

Although this is what we expect, 
we are sincerely touched by the 
right-minded attitude of the Bright 
Young Things. We may weep 
together over the fact that the people 
who matter in this context are not 
ourselves, but the self-styled Things 
in Suburbs (see the review of Outrage 
in The Croydon Advertiser); and they 
regard us, along with the broken 
glass, as high-class rubbish. 


unique organization which bracketed 
designers into the firm almost as full 
partners, was formed in 1946, the 
Hans Knoll Furniture Company dates 
back to 1938, the year of his arrival 
in the USA, and before that he had 
been president of Plan, still remem- 
bered as pioneers of contemporary 
furniture in England. Through Knoll 
Associates he commissioned work 
from nearly every major furniture 
designer, and furniture from many 
great designers in other fields—he 
put Mies van der Rohe’s Barcelona 
chair back in circulation, introduced 
various sculptors—Bertoia, Noguchi 
—to the field of furniture, brought 
Albini into the American field and, 
most notably, put on the market 
Eero Saarinen’s magnificent moulded 
plastic armchair which, with Charles 
Eames’ famous chairs, was the true 
herald of the American renaissance 
of furniture design. He was only 
forty-two, but had built up a formid- 
able reputation and a considerable 
commercial organization. 


MARGINALIA 


lost, as indeed many of them have, 
understanding of their style would 
be (in some cases is) only possible on a 
basis of analysis and attribution to 
specified ‘Masters,’ just as has been 
done in the study of painting. 

What I ask is that the study of our 
mediaeval architecture should bx 
pursued on the same lines. until 
the limit of stylistic attribution 
(even if it be only to Masters X, Y 
and Z) is reached. Only then will 
it be possible to prove whether or no 
there is ‘a sufficient demonstration of 
personality’ to place Gothic archi- 
tecture on precisely the same footin 
as that of other periods. Personally 
I have not the slightest doubt th: 
this demonstration of personalit 
will then be forthcoming. 

Yours, etc., 
JoHN H. Harvey. 
Little Bookham, Surrey. 














John Rodker 

John Rodker, who died aged 61 in 
October, was a poet first, a publisher 
later. The boundary line between 
the two parts in his life runs about 
the year 1925. He contributed to 
The Egoist, The New Age and other 
journals, was a friend of Ezra 
Pound and published some T. S. 
Eliot as early as 1920. His publishing 
was done under various names: 
Ovid Press, Imago Press, Pushkin 
Press. It was never extensive and 
always idiosyncratic. He published 
the English edition of Restif de la 
Bretonne’s Monsieur Nicolas, Powys 
Mathers’s translation of The Thou- 
sand and One Nights, much psycho- 
analytical material including an 
edition of Freud’s works in German 
to replace what the Nazis had 
burned, and also—which in_ the 
obituaries published after his death 
has not been sufficiently stressed— 
Le Corbusier’s Vers une Architecture 
and L’Urbanisme as early as 1925 
and 1926. Both books were trans- 
lated by Mr. Frederick Etchells. 
John Rodker was quiet and unassum- 
ing, yet of great personal fascination 
and not without authority; extremely 
widely read, and neither born for, 
nor running after, success. 








Hans Knoll 

Few personalities can have been 
quite so characteristic of furniture 
design and interiors in the post-war 
years as Hans Knoll. Though a Ger- 
man by birth, he will be remembered 
as one of the key figures in the epoch 
in which America returned a com- 
pliment to Europe, and having 
absorbed what the old world could 
teach her about design, gave it back 
increased ten-fold through such 
mechanisms as Hilton Hotels, U.S. 
Embassy buildings—and Knoll Inter- 


national. It was in Cuba, on business 


in connection with Knoll Inter- 
national Havana, that Hans Knoll 
met his death in a car accident, and 
his presence there was typical of the 
world-wide penetration of his com- 
mercial activities, in the wake of the 
spreading reputation of his products. 
Although Knoll Associates, the 





CORRESPONDENCE 


To the Editors, 

Sirs,—Dr. Pevsner’s review of 
recent church art in Germany (ARCHI- 
TECTURAL REVIEW, October 1955) may 
be a necessary reminder of how back- 
ward most of the designs are which 
are placed in English churches by 
artists specializing in ecclesiastical 
art, but he ought to have mentioned 
that work of the same quality as the 
best in Germany is not entirely lack- 
ing. I enclose a photograph of an 
altar made last year by the sculptor 
Ralph Beyer for the Chapel of the 
Royal Foundation of St. Katherine 
at Shadwell. 

Yours, etc., 
FRANCES RUMBOLD. 
4, Stepney Green, London, E.1. 


To the Editors, 

Srrs,—It is difficult to quarrel 
with so disarming a critic as Dr. 
Pevsner, but I feel bound to point 
out an illogic in his review of my 
English Mediaeval Architects in your 
October issue. Dr. Pevsner sets out 
to clarify his belief in ‘the essential 
anonymity of mediaeval  archi- 
tecture,’ yet concludes that ‘anony- 
mity in the Middle Ages is not 
absence of designers, but either 
absence of sufficient information for 
designers to come to life as person- 
alities, or absence of a_ sufficient 
demonstration of personality to 
make names essential for an under- 
standing of style.’ 

Surely absence of information is 
not ‘essential,’ but merely accidental, 
anonymity; and equally surely, such 
an absence of information might 
occur in relation to any period, 
however full of demonstrable person- 
ality, owing to the haphazard 
destruction of records. If the names 
of Renaissance designers had been 





Altar, Royal Foundation of St. Katherine (see above). 


Intelligence 


The Architects’ Benevolent Societ 
has announced details of a con 
petition for the design of ne 
dwellings for Old People at Eas 
Horsley, Surrey, to be submitted b 
6th April, 1956. Two premia, < 
£100 and £75, will be awarde 


According to Das Miinste 
September-October, 1955, the Cit 
of Krefeld has made Mies van de 
Rohe’s Langer House of 1928 a 
historical monument. It will now | 
looked after by the City authoriti: 
and probably used for exhibitior 
of modern art. In addition a Mie 
archive will be established in th 
house. 


Mr. F. G. West has been appoints 
Deputy Architect to the LCC. 
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The cover illustrates a model of a block of 
maisonettes at Picton Street, one of the London 
County Council’s newest housing sites in 
Camberwell (see pages 36-37). It is one of 
fifty-two projects, at present under con- 
struction or shortly to begin, illustrated in 
this third special Preview issue of the REVIEW. 
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Marginalia 

2 Correspondence 
4 Frontispiece 

5 Foreword 


7 Public Buildings 
Town Centre: Basildon Noel 
Tweddell (Architect to the Develop 


2 2) 


ment Corporation) 


10 Branch Library: Harold Wood H 
Conolly (County Architect) 

10 Multi-Storey Car Park: Liverpool 
Ronald Bradbury (City Architect) 

11 Church Hall: Surbiton Kenneth 
W ood 

12 Swimming sath: Wythenshawe 
Leonard C. Howitt (Manchester 
City Architect) 

15 Telephone Exchange: City of 


London Ministry of Works 

15 Police Station and Court: Harlow 

Frederick Gibberd 

Police Station: Birmingham A. @. 

Sheppard Fidler (City Architect) 

7 Theatre: Ealing W. S. Hattrell and 
Partners 

18 Theatre: Middlesbrough Elder and 
De Pierro 


16 
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21 Church: Leicester Basil Spence end 
Partners 
22 Hospital: Crawley Yorke, Rosenberg 
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2 Power Stations 


23 Power Station: Elland, Yorks. 
Kitson, Parish, Ledgard and Pyman 
24 Power Station: Killin, Perthshire 


Robert H. Matthew 


25 Power House: Beckton London 


County Council 


2 Housing 


28 Neighbourhood: Stepney London 


County Council 


30 Flats: Hove Eric Lyons 

31 Maisonettes: Liverpool Ronald 
Bradbury (City Architect) 

32 Housing, etc.: Regents Park Arm- 


strong and MacManus 


34 Flats: City of London Chamberlin, 


Powell and Bon 


County Council 
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Flats: Highgate Eric Lyons 


4 Office Buildings 
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Street Erné Goldfinger 


40 Offices, etc.: New Cavendish Street 
Gollins, Melvin, Ward and Partners 

40 Offices: City of London Trehearne 
and Norman, Preston and Partners 

43 Offices: City of London T'rehearne 
and Norman, Preston and Partners 

43 Civic Offices: Leeds R i. #. 
Livett (City Architect) 

14 Offices: City of London Easton and 
Robertson 

44 Offices, Shops, etc.: Shaftesbury 
Avenue Sir John Burnet, Tait and 
Partners 

45 Office and Warehouse: London 
Douglas and J. D. Wood 

46 Offices: Fetter Lane Edward D. 


Mills 


Lane Basil Spence and Partners 


& Industrial Buildings 
4 


Mayorcas 


SUBSCRIPTION RATE: The annual post free subscription rate, payable in 
advance, is £2 18s. Od. sterling, in U.S.A. and Canada $9. An index is issued half- 
yearly and is published as a supplement to the REVIEW. 
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Factory Offices: Birmingham Erné 
Goldfinger 

Factory, etc.: Slough J. Douglass 
Mathews and Partners 

Factory : Eastleigh, Hants Edward 
D. Mills 

Television Laboratories: Enfield 
G. A. Jellicoe and Partners 

Factory: Wigan J. Douglass 
Mathews and Partners 

Factory: Swindon Bertram Carter 
Factory: Welwyn Garden City 
Louis de Soissons, Peacock, Hodges 
and Robertson 

Factory: Ellesmere Port, Cheshire 
Farmer and Dark 


6 Schools 

College of Further Education: 
Harrow C. G. Stillman (County 
Architect) 

Technical College: Redcar, Yorks. 
Gollins, Melvin, Ward and Partners 
Secondary School: Oswestry Richard 
Sheppard and Partners 

College of Further Education: 
Harlow Frederick Gibberd 
University Layout: Nottingham 
G. A. Jellicoe and Partners 
Grammar School: Beighton, Derby- 
shire Architects Co-Partnership 
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London County Council 
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Archard and Hardy 
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The Preview issue of the Review, now an annual event, 
is not concerned with architects’ dreams but with 

actual building projects which, at the time of publication, 
are either already begun or shorily due to begin. 

Opposite are two of the projects that were 
illustrated S in the corresponding issue to this a 
year ago and are already well on the way to completion: 
two office buildings on the Albert Embankment, 

London, by T. P. Bennett and Son, and by Frederick 
Gibberd. Top, from the railway; bottom, from 

the riverside roadway. 











FOREWORD 























Whenever the question is asked: how can the quality of contemporary architecture be 
improved? one answer—perhaps one among several, but one of the most important— 
must always be: by building and yet more building. The practice of their craft is the 
only thing from which architects can really learn, whatever the pedagogues may say and 
do, and the difficulties modern architecture has experienced in the last few years in evolv- 

h ing for itself a mature, universally applicable idiom, one that goes beyond the mere 

exploitation of technical novelty and is capable of carrying a coherent message to the eye, 

have largely arisen from the restrictions the national economic situation has imposed on 

\ building. 

Architectural practice has been limited to a very few types of building, and to those in 
quantities far short of what are needed. Architects’ imaginations have been stifled by 
having to plan for cheapness and little but cheapness. They have had to develop a 
minimum mentality. But now at last there are signs of better opportunities ahead; indeed 
in the foreword to the equivalent issue to this one, published a year ago, it was already 
4 possible to record the abandonment of the war-time system of building-licences and to 
express the hope of a far less restricted field of architectural practice in the immediate 
future. Those hopes have been fulfilled. Architects are engaged on a greater variety of 
buildings than at any time for nearly twenty years. This issue, for example, begins with 
a section devoted to public buildings, of which there were quite a number to choose 













from—a year or two ago there would have been none—and other sections illustrate power- 
stations, university projects and office and commercial buildings, all of which are being 
designed and executed on a substantial scale. 

If the architectural profession as a whole is now entering a period of several years during 
which building in real quantity, unrestricted as to variety, is allowed to go forward (and 
what is more important if the main sphere of activity is to be transferred from the drawing- 
board to the site), then the right conditions are being created for a steady increase in 
architectural competence, and the opportunity is being created to transform the somewhat 
tentative and esoteric idiom of modern architecture into a universal idiom possessing the 
rich variety of resources that term suggests. Cost remains, of course, a dominating con- 
sideration, but within limits the need to watch costs provides a valuable discipline and 
encourages the original, rather than the routine, solution. Granted the continued need to 
keep down the cost of individual buildings, the picture as a whole has changed radically 
in the last year or two, whether we assess the situation in terms of the money being spent 
or in terms of the number and size of new projects. 

If it is thought that to say so is to paint too rosy a picture, let some figures indicate 
whether or not the present time deserves the title of a building boom—anyway in 
comparison with the post-war years. In 1949 the total amount spent on building and 
civil engineering works was 1,198 million pounds. It has been rising steadily since, 
especially in the last three years, and the 1954 figure was 1,858 million pounds. The 1955 
figures are not yet available, but there is no reason to believe the increase is not 
continuing. What is more, of the 1949 total, 575 million represented new work; of the 
1954 total 1,149 million represented new work. So if this only is taken into account (and 
it is new building projects, under construction during 1955 and 1956, that we are 
particularly concerned with here), the figure during these five years has been almost 
exactly doubled. 

A building boom is of limited value to the development of better architecture unless 
it offers the opportunity to experiment. The projects illustrated on the following pages 
indicate no lack of such opportunities in present-day practice. New avenues are constantly 
being opened up, which are giving architects the chance to widen their range of expression 
at the same time as they increase their experience. Some of the projects represent well- 
established types of building—theatres, civic offices, swimming-baths, hospitals and the 
like—which circumstances have prevented our constructing since the war; others 
represent altogether new types of building—multi-storey parking garages, for example— 
which attempt to solve problems that have only recently come to the fore. And while 
new avenues are opening, they are not doing so at the expense of old ones; the types of 
building to which architects have been compelled to give most of their attention lately 
continue to be in great demand—in fact in even greater demand. The number of houses 
completed in Britain (excluding Northern Ireland) rose from 197,627 in 1949 to 347,605 
in 1954—not all, unfortunately, designed by architects, but the figures give an idea of 
the rate at which building activity increased and is still increasing. 

The number of new industrial buildings completed in 1949 was 1,006 (giving a floor- 
area of twenty-one and a half million square feet); the number begun was 1,330 (area, 
over thirty-two million square feet) and the number of new industrial buildings 
approved was 2,442 (area, nearly sixty million square feet). So the increase in activity 
was already showing itself then. But by 1954 the number completed had increased 
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to 1,702 (area, thirty-eight million square feet), the number begun to 2,131 (area, 
forty-five million square feet) and the number of new projects approved to 2,705 (area, 
not far short of seventy-one million square feet). As regards educational building, the 
value of primary and secondary schools approved rose from £14,657,000 in 1948 to 
£51,286,000 in 1954, and of other schools from £246,000 in 1948 to £1,258,000 in 1954. 
Moreover, in the first five months of 1955, the figures were £46,124,000 and £1,938,000 
(as against £39,584,000 and £850,000 for the same months of 1954); so here again the 
increase in activity is continuing, for the rising figures of new buildings approved, 
industrial as well as educational, represent a greater number of buildings in the contract 
or constructional stage at the moment of writing. 

It is this mixture of widening experience of familiar paths and the chance to branch 
out along new ones that makes the present such a moment of opportunity. The projects 
on the following pages represent those most worth noting of the many that architects 
are engaged upon. So, as well as giving the news of important new buildings, this issue 
serves the purpose of enabling the present generation of architects to judge how 
successfully they are seizing this opportunity and to see in what direction they are 


leading the rest of the profession. 








PUBLIC BUILDINGS 


Preliminary sketch for the town centre at Basildon new town, looking into 
one of the squares, which will be for pedestrians only. In the foreground 
is a clock-tower. The drawing is by Basil Spence, who is consultant to 
the development corporation for the central area. 
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TOWN CENTRE: BASILDON 
Noel Tweddell (chief architect to the Development Corporation) 


The town centre of Basildon is being designed to serve a regional 
population of about 130,000-150,000, including the in-town population 
of about 100,000. The site lies on the level bottom of the central 
basin of the town and is bounded by the embankment of the London- 
Upminster-Southend railway on the south, and by a new major road 
looping off the Southend arterial road on the north. It will be 
surrounded on all sides by residential neighbourhoods having inde- 
pendent spine roads leading to the centre. The plan provides for 
300,000 sq. ft. of shopping, 85,000 sq. ft. of offices, a market,.a sme 
number of flats, and for public buildings including-a—te ha 
church, cinemas, and a college of : Education ; also parking 
space for some 2,000 cars-fén acres have been reserved for expansion. 
The-c0 ercial section of the layout has been arranged so that all 
shops within the central ‘island’ have pedestrian approach only in 
front and car parks and service roads at the rear. From the central 
squares, pedestrian ways lead to bus stops on the perimeter road. The 
town hall may be opened on the ground floor to give a colonnaded 
approach to the central squares from the ceremonial way on the west 
side. A clock tower in the main central square will be a focal point 
in the predominantly three- or four-storey development. 

Buildings are expected to be mainly of steel or concrete frame con- 
struction. External cladding will be in stone, brick and glazed curtain 
walling. The frame construction will be allowed to dictate a certain 
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formality in design, but extensive use of colour will be encouraged. 

The design illustrated has not yet received Ministry approval, but 
it is hoped to start on the first section of the town centre this summer. 
Deputy chief architect: Anthony B. Davies. Senior architect: John 
N. Graham. Consultant: Basil Spence. 
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Rit. uk BRANCH LIBRARY: HAROLD WOOD, ESSEX 
aie 
3 4 the | H. Conolly (County Architect) 
' BA 
ot} 4 
el! The first of a number of branch libraries of a similar size to be 
; ee |} built in Essex by the county council. It is in Hilldene Avenue on the | 
oy : new LCC estate of Harold Wood, near Romford. / 
pane Rs, So eas pS a Bookcases are confined as far as possible to the walls, the only 
Ailldewe Averrwe# island fittings being those used to form a reference section. The 
lk noes. Seoalinig ieee scene sllageaan apd central space contains tables and easy chairs. The children’s library 4- 
has a lower ceiling (8 ft.), so as to be in scale with child height. A r 
4TE PLAN glazed screen gives access to a paved outside reading area, and a 
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view on to a rendered wall, which will be decorated by mural paint- 
ing. The blank external wall of the entrance hall is faced in precast 
concrete slabs and forms a background to a piece of sculpture. 
Construction is load-bearing brickwork, concrete beams and timber 
joists, carrying 2-in. thick building board as a roof deck. The latter is 
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surfaced direct with three-layer bitumen-bonded felt, finished with 
in-situ granite chippings. The underside of the building board and the 
joists is left exposed in the lower portions of the building, whilst 
the main library has the underside of joists closed with acoustic 
board. The floor of the main compartment is wood block ; the remain- 
ing floors are plastic tile. 

Work is expected to begin this month or next. 
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MULTI-STOREY CAR PARK: LIVERPOOL 
Ronald Bradbury (City Architect) ‘ 


The first of a number of similar buildings planned to augment the 
existing official car parks, which consist mainly of bombed sites, 
and are being used only until such time as rebuilding makes them no 
longer available. The multi-storey car parks are to be sited where 
they will be convenient to business centres. This one is in Tithebarn 
Street. The building has seven parking flicors, including the roof and y 
two basements, giving a capacity of approximately 600 cars. It consists 
of a series of simple decks (apart from the shop accommodation) 
with low barrier walls at the edges and open above, glazing being 
confined to the shops and ancillary accommodation. The whole of the 
ground-floor frontage is given over to shops (which could be let as 
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ker@et \ 
Si sglgprormres oman, OCIE ALS pred ft ©\ five separate individual shops, or as one or more larger shops) 
f a j except for an area set aside as a service bay with petrol pumps and 
\ the usual facilities. Vertical circulation for cars within the building is 
“hy Means Of single-way straight Zamps\at a slope of about 1:11. 
Two parallel sets are provided “apart, so that a continous 
circular traffic movement can be maintained up and down, traffic 
in each direction progressing from one tier of ramps to the next at 
each floor level. This method causes the minimum of interference 
with the traffic moving into the parking bays. Three staircases and 
two passenger lifts are included for access to the parking floors. 
The entrance and the exit are on opposite sides of the building, though 
te at quiet periods it is proposed to use the entrance for both purposes. 
Se at Foy / Construction is reinforced concrete throughout. Provisional Minis- 
t ig " try approval has been received, and work leading to the invitation 
te Meee sf — . of tenders is in progress. In preparing the scheme the City Architect 
has worked in conjunction with the City Engineer and Surveyor. 
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CROUND FLOOR. 
Car Park: Liverpool 
CHURCH HALL: SURBITON 


Kenneth Wood 


To release the existing hall-church of St. George’s, Tolworth, so that 
it can fulfil the purpose of a church exclusively. The site is fronted by 
a large open space which is to be developed as gardens. The side of 
the hall overlooking this space is fully glazed and there are high- 
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VL oe suburban housing. The hall, which is to serve many activities and 
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between them. This link also includes lavatories for both sexes, it 
being intended to use the adjoining existing ladies’ vestry as an 
occasional cloakroom. Other accommodation includes the stage, with 
storage space under, backstage lavatories and kitchen, the latter 
serving direct into the hall and into a committee room. This room will 
also be used for Sunday school, as dressing-rooms, as a refreshment 
room during dances and as a midweek clinic. A second meeting room 
will be added at a later stage. 

Construction of the hall is load-bearing brick end walls and inter- 
mediate laminated timber portals supporting a roof of tanalised pre- 
fabricated timber trough units in 4 ft. widths, spanning between the por- 
tals and containing the services. The other elements have load-bearing 
brick walls or load-bearing insulating block faced with cedar boarding 
left natural, with framing to the glazed garden elevation also in cedar. 
Drainage is in pitch fibre pipes. Roofs are surfaced with spar-finished 
built-up felt, and the floors are of polyvinyl or, if finance permits, 
woodblock in the hall itself. Heating is by low-pressure hot water 
from a solid fuel boiler in the existing church boiler-house, floor- 
panel heating and radiators. Local gas water-heaters supply hot water. 

Work on the hall is expected to start early this year. Associated 
architect: Henry Blyth. Quantity surveyor: Donald Sawyer. 


SWIMMING BATH: WYTHENSHAWE 


Leonard C. Howitt (Manchester City Architect) 


The bath is entered through a hall which runs the full width of 
the building. Immediately behind this entrance hall is a café, from 
which a complete view of the bath-hall is obtained through a glass 
curtain wall This wall is designed to open, so that on gala nights the 
café area can be thrown into the bath-hall. The dressing accommoda- 
tion for bathers is directly accessible from the entrance hall and has 
been placed in the space immediately below the two terraces of per- 
manent seating which run the full length of each of the two longer 
sides of the bath-hall. Permanent seating is provided on these two 
terraces for approximately 1,100 spectators, and this can be increased 
by a further 150 by placing one row of chairs in front of each bank 
of permanent seats. There are 140 dressing cubicles, in addition to 
the space allocated for the use of school children. 

Staircases lead off the entrance hall to the spectators’ seating, the 
committee room, club room, promenade lounge, kitchen and lavatories, 
all of which are at first-floor level. The kitchen is served by a goods 
lift and separate staircase, connected with the staff entrance on the 
east side of the building. A large part of the end wall of the bath- 
hall, which faces south, is a double glass curtain wall with large 
openings, giving on to the lawn at rear for use on very hot days. 

The pool is 110 ft. long by 48 ft. wide and falls in depth from 3 ft. 
3 in. to 12 ft. Construction throughout is reinforced concrete, with 
ribs at 13 ft. 4 in. centres spanning the bath-hall, with precast concrete 
ceiling units between. Walls and ceiling are acoustically treated. 
The side walls are glazed and the end walls glazed between concrete 
mullions. The changing rooms have prefabricated timber walls 
between concrete mullions. Engineering services include the usual 
filtration and chlorination plants. Separate ventilation plants serve 
the bath hall and restaurant. An electric thermal storage plant 
provides low-pressure floor-panel heating, hot water for showers and 
foot baths and heating for the pool. The bath-hall is lit by fluorescent 
tubes concealed in the cove of the ceiling. The pool has under-water 
lighting for gala occasions. 

Construction is expected to begin this month. Deputy City Archi- 
tect: S. G. B. Roberts. Assistant in charge: G. Carter. 
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Covered swimming-bath at Wythenshawe, Manchester, by the 
city architect. Above, from one side of the triangular site. 
Below, the main entrance front. 
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tbove, telephone exchange at Moorgate, in the City of London. The lower building in 
the foreground is a post-office. 


Below, police station and magistrate’s court-house at Harlow nex 


1. PUBLIC BUILDINGS town. The buildings shown in block form behind are the proposed 


Crown offices and a block of offices for professional purposes 
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TELEPHONE EXCHANGE: CITY OF LONDON 
Ministry of Works 


A main telephone exchange in Fore Street, E.C.2, together with a 
branch post-office planned as a single-storey block on the Fore Street 
frontage. There is a frontage of about 220 ft. on the north side of 
Fore Street at the corner of Moor Lane and bounded on the north by 
Moorgate Station. The site is part of the devastated bomb-damaged 
area to the west of Moorgate. 

(The branch post-office has a counter length of 72 ft. and the 
usual enqyfiry,-accounts and clerical rooms. The telephone exchange 
has five fnain floors above ground on the Fore Street frontage and 
six fi above ground in the rear block adjoining Moorgate Station. 
Appréximately 29,000 sq. ft. of floor space will accommodate auto- 
mafie exchange equipment, 7,500 sq. ft. will be occupied by manual 
bgard switchrooms and a further 3,600 sq. ft. will be given over to 
raining ; the fifth floor consists entirely of welfare accommodation 
and the remainder of the space above ground is to accommodate 
ancillary clerical staff. A cable chamber of about 4,500 sq. ft. will 
occupy part of the basement whilst the remainder will accommodate 
a telephone linesmen’s service centre reached by means of a ramp 
from Moor Lane. There is a sub-basement under part of the 
building. The main entrance to the exchange is from Moor Lane. 
There is a staff entrance from Fore Street Avenue. 

The building is of reinforced concrete frame construction, faced 
with Portland stone. The one-storey block, on the Fore Street frontage, 
is faced in polished slate; this same material is used at the main 
entrance in Moor Lane and for the sub-frame of the Portland stone 
panel on the Fore Street frontage. Faience tiling is proposed for facing 
tank rooms, lift enclosures, etc., at main roof level; opaque coloured 
glass is introduced to add colour in the lower panels of the glass 
infilling at third-, fourth- and fifth-floor levels. 

Approximate starting date is March, 1956. Senior architect-in- 
charge: G. R. Yeats. 











POLICE STATION AND COURT: HARLOW 
Frederick Gibberd 


These two buildings form part of a group on the south-east corner 
of the town centre, which also includes the Crown offices and pro- 
fessional offices. The buildings of the group are arranged informally 
round a series of internal courts, care having been taken to preserve 
the existing trees. The police station and magistrates’ court house are 
planned round a forecourt which also serves as a car park, the whole 
being raised on a podium which takes up the contours of the existing 
ground level. 

“Magistrates’ Court Howse Two courts are placed side by side, 

fisoners waiting room. The prisoners’ approach 
is through an underground passage and up a staircase which lands 
between the two courts. There is a circulation corridor all round the 
courts on three sides. This allows free access to all parts of the courts 
at all times. Surrounding the corridor are suites of offices for the 
solicitors, probation officers and other officials, with lavatory and 
ancillary accommodation. 

The two buildings are faced with reconstructed Portland stone 
panels, with limited amounts of brick walling. The court house is a 
single-storey structure, through the centre of which the two court 
roofs penetrate to form a clerestory. The elevation facing the fore- 
court is largely glazed in metal screens. The frame is reinforced con- 
crete, painted where exposed. Floor beams are precast concrete. Court 
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GROUND FLOOR. 
Magestrales” Cavré House + Harton 


roofs have steel trusses. Heating is by low-pressure hot water, with 
hospital-type radiators. 

P This is a divisional station with an L-shaped plan, 

: which faces the forecourt on the south and the short 

ee faces the town road on the west. The internal angle is utilized 

as a station yard and accommodates the garage block. The building 


is of two storeys with staircases near the public entrance and the police 
entrance hall. Offices are on either side of a central corridor. The cells 
are on the ground floor and face the station yard. There are separate 
entrances for the police and for prisoners from this yard. 

The constructional system is weight-bearing cross walls, which 
occur at 11 ft. 3 in. centres. The end face of the brick wall projects 
and forms the reveal into which the windows and the stone panels 
are fitted. The plinth is painted brickwork and the cornice consists of 
a continuous band of polished stone. External walls are grey facing 
bricks with reconstructed Portland stone panels. Windows and glazed 
screens are metal, with some small pivot-hung wood windows. The 
staircase is reinforced concrete. Floor beams are precast concrete. 

Work has already begun. The buildings were designed in collabora- 
tion with Harold Conolly, Essex County Architect. Associate archi- 
tect: F. Darnell. Quantity surveyor: Oswald E. Parratt. Structural 
engineer: F. J. Samuely. 


POLICE STATION: BIRMINGHAM 
A. G. Sheppard Fidler (City Architect) 


A sub-divisional police station occupying a triangular site of 
approximately half an acre, created by the diversion of Bradford 
Street across a previously built-up area to meet future traffic 
requirements. It contains extra accommodation for training; also a 
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flat for the inspector, six flats for married staff, 37 bed-sitting rooms 
for single constables, separate dining and kitchen facilities for resi- 
dents and non-residents, and a shared recreation room. The plan 
consists of two linked L-shaped blocks with the main staircase mark- 
ing the point of junction. To the north of this point is the main four- 
storey \b pnd to the south a three-storey block containing all the 
flats, 13,of the bed-sitting rooms, a quiet room for study and a certain 
amount of office accommodation on the ground floor, with a covered 
wayAeading to garages and to the drill yard at the rear. 

fhe main block has a steel frame, with a two-storey end wing in 
ab rening brickwork, while the south block is of load-bearing brick 
construction throughout. The external colouring relies on contrast- 
ing materials used in large areas.. Brickwork generally is in light 
buff facings with dark brown brick on the gable walls. At the north- 
western end of the main facade a panel of red brickwork acts as 
foil to the remaining wall area faced in greenish-grey textured faience 
slabs, varied by Portland stone slabbing on the return face by the 
main staircase. 

Work on the building has already begun. 









THEATRE: EALING 


W. 8. Hattrell and Partners 


The Questors Theatre, Mattock Lane, Ealing, is a club theatre 
founded 25 years ago for the production of new plays and of new 
forms of theatrical presentation. The new building has been designed 
in the light of the club’s experience and of its need for a new form 
of playhouse which will provide a flexible arrangement of stages 
capable of presenting plays of any period in a contemporary manner. 
The club is at present using a timber-framed structure clad in corru- 
gated steel as its theatre, a brick building at the rear thereof as a 
green room, workshop, paint store, wardrobe and office, and Mattock 
Lodge, a Victorian house, partly as clubrooms and partly let as bed- 
sitting rooms. The manager’s flat is also in this house. It was required 
that the new accommodation should be capable of separate con- 
struction, and for reasons of economy it was decided that the workshop 
block and Mattock Lodge be incorporated within the development 
scheme. The theatre, moreover, must remain in use as long as possible, 
and the building is planned in such a manner that the construction 
of each new unit will not interfere with the function of the existing 
theatre, but will add immediately to the club’s amenities. 


ff CThe: new playhouse) is placed to the west of the existing theatre upon 


an a norths South axis, enabling Mattock Lodge to be re lanned as the 
theatre entrance. The new(dressing- som and wardrobe uni) is sited 
—“to the north of th of the theatre and connects on the east directly with 


the existing (Workshop block) The new rehearsal room, foyer, cloak- 
rooms_anid a small meeting room are planned along the eastern boun- 
dary of the site in order to provide a 24-ft. wide access road from 


“Mattock Lane. The house has been replanned to provide the main 


entrance and foyer to the new playhouse, together with manager’s 
office, committee rooms and cloakrooms. Additions thereto accommo- 
date a servery, w.c.s and a new entrance to the manager's flat. 
The first floor has been designed as club premises and the basement 
rooms will be utilized as stores. The main stairs to the new theatre 
balcony are placed with a circulating area between the lodge and 
the theatre which also forms a fire-lock between the two buildings. 

The playhouse is designed for five main uses and to be capable of 
many variations within and between such uses. These are: 
proscenium stage (seating capacity 337); proscenium stage with fore- 
stage extending over the pit area (seating capacity 215); open stage 
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constructed over the whold pit/but with extra seating at the sides 
of the stage (capacity 359); ma stage formed by sliding panels in 
place of the proscenium wall$ and with seats on the main stage 
area (capacity 461); and spate stage with cyclorama extensions 
creating a continuous horizon with the acting area defined by lighting 
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(capacity 397). The nature of these uses governs the planning of 
the seat tiers in a semi-circular form. Six tiers are provided on the 
ground floor and three tiers in the balcony. The rear seats are 
enclosed as boxes and a tiered pit area provides a maximum of seven 
rows of seats parallel with the front of the main stage. A gallery is 
designed within the roof, allowing the projection of lighting on to 
the stages from any angle. The pit area and the main stage are fully 
trapped. The property store in the basement beneath the stage area 
is totally enclosed and is approached via external stairs. 

The external finishes generally are facing brickwork, rendered 
panels and hardwood cladding. The lower portion of the walls to the 
playhouse will be covered with mosaic or murals expressing theatrical 
themes. 

Construction began in July, 1955. Consulting engineers: E. A. Pearce 
and Partners. Quantity surveyors: Branson and Chester. 


THEATRE: MIDDLESBROUGH 
Elder and De Pierro 


For the Middlesbrough Little Theatre, which was founded in 1930, 
but has been existing since then in a converted church hall. The 
site of the new building is in the well-wooded grounds of a large 
house in The Avenue, which serves as the theatre’s headquarters. It has 
been designed for the production of the society’s own plays as well as 
performances by professional companies (including Arts Council and 
Shakespearean productions) and intimate opera and ballet, and to serve 
on occasion for musical recitals, lectures and the showing of films not 
available at the commercial cinemas. 

Requirements included as large a stage as possible and an audi- 
torium seating 500, with circle. The entrance foyer and bar are under 
the circle. The entrance is reached from a drive-in forecourt, with 
car parks on one side. The box office is in the entrance lobby. The 
bar, on the side opposite the foyer, overlooks The Avenue through 
a glazed wall 50 ft. long and 12 ft. high, designed to dominate the 
exterior especially when lighted from within at night. The auditorium 
has a sloping floor and the circle is stepped. The dressing rooms, 
on three levels, are fitted in behind the splayed walls of the audi- 
torium. The stage is equipped with travelling trolleys for fixed 
sets, thereby avoiding the need for a costly fly-tower. A basement 


[continued on page 21 
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The Questors Theatre, 
Ealing, showing the oval- 
shaped auditorium build- 
ing, linked to the existing 
mansion and surrounded 
by subsidiary buildings. 
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The Little Theatre, Middlesbrough. 
Right, the exterior from two directions. 
The long window lights the bar, which 
shares with the foyer the space beneath 
the circle. Below, the model with roof 
removed to show the interior. Three 
levels of dressing-rooms are fitted in 
behind the splayed walls of the 
auditorium. 
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continued from page 18] 
beneath provides access to the orchestra pit and stage-floor traps as 
well as communication with either side of the stage and dressing 
rooms. The open roof of the auditorium consists of a series of triangu- 
lated €ubular members, }eneath which a timber acoustical canopy, 
containing lighting, projects from the proscenium opening. 
Construction is of \load-bearing brickwork on concrete foundations. 
Floors are concrete, mainly precast slabs. Stairways are of precast slabs 
set into the brick walls. The roof is also of precast slabs, with ribs, 
and with an outer a of in-situ concrete on metal lath. Roof trusses 


a 
Sy ST 
mh 


are of tubular steel, welded. Windows, doors and railings are of wood. 
Work began in November, 1955, and is expected to be complete 
before the end of this year. 


CHURCH: LEICESTER 
Basil Spence and Partners 
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On the Monsell estate, one of the new housing areas of Lei 
The site is rectangular and flat. It is intended to start with 
which will be used as a hall-church, and the vicarage. The tower, 
the church proper and the connecting canopy, which forms the court- 
yard, will be added later. 

The materials are brick with concrete frames, and with panel 
infill of various materials in parts of the buildings. The church is 
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constructed round the nave roof, which is supported by columns 
which in turn are stiffened by concrete members secured through 
the U-shaped nave wall. This wall acts as a screen, and the gap 
between its top and the roof is filled in by a horizontal line of win- 
dows. The sanctuary is of stone, and behind the altar will be a mural 
painting, or some other form of decoration, lit from the clerestory 
directly above the chancel arch, and by a narrow slit on the south 
side. The font is lit and emphasized externally by a tall narrow win- 
dow, a suitable place for stained glass. 







































HOSPITAL: CRAWLEY 
Yorke, Rosenberg and Mardall 


For the South-West Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board, to pro- 
vide a new general hospital for the town of Crawley and district. 
The site, where there is at present a smali cottage hospital, has a 
fall of 10 ft. from the north-west to the south-east and has a number 
of well matured trees. The building will be completed in stages. The 
major need of the district at the present time is for casualty facilitie 
an out-patients’ department and maternity beds. The block marked 
on the plans includes all these and will be the first to be built 






the southern half of the ward wing (A on the plans). 
half of the ward wing will comprise the third and stage. 





there are three entrances: casualties, o atients and maternity, 

planned on two levels. Visitors enter b e main entrance hall in the 

ward wing. Both in-patients and -patients have direct access to 

the treatment wing, which coptprises physical medicine, an X-ray 

department, central laboratories, and central sterilizing and operating 

theatres. The ward wing“Contains eleven ward units of 28 beds each, 

and one (pediatric) d unit of 20 beds. The maternity wing contains 

two ward units for maternity and ante-natal cases of 20 beds each 

and two nigh{Casualty wards. The total accommodation of the hos- x 

pital is theréfore 370 beds. \ 
A ing date has not yet been fixed. The hospital has been \ 

desighed in collaboration with Richard Mellor. 
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Kitson, Parish, Ledgard and Pyman 


In the Calder valley about one mile north-east of Elland, which 
is equidistant between Huddersfield and Halifax ; built for the York- 
shire Division of the Central Electricity Authority. The output will 
ae: be 180 mega-watts. The Calder valley rises rapidly on either 
side to 400 ft., and is in parts thickly wooded. The valley contains 
the Calder and Hebble navigation canal, and one of the main York- 

: tes shire to Lancashire railway lines. Because of the low-lying nature 
Lerbine a tg of the site, the ground-floor level has been raised above the highest 
hovse—i recorded flood level by building the whole of the station on a 
reinforced concrete foundation slab of cellular construction. Flood 
banks, constructed of spoil taken from the excavations, have been 
Pitney built to the north and east of the station to prevent flooding of the 








Pee Se site. Ash from the station is to be deposited over the adjoining site 

black : u where gravel workings have been completed. When these have been 
ke filled up, the ash is to be transported to fill up nearby quarries. 

SF et Accommodation consists of the boiler-house (202 ft. 6 in. by 100 ft. 


by 128 ft. high) containing three boilers and associated equipment ; 
the turbine house (229 ft. by 89 ft. by 61 ft. high) accommodating three 
turbines; the service and welfare block (a three-storey building 
comprising offices, laboratory, control room, locker room, showers, 
etc., with a single-storey wing containing kitchen and stores, canteen, 
workshop and associated stores); the two-storey switchgear and 
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2. POWER STATIONS 


transformer building; a single-storey building incorporating ash 
plant, water treatment plant and stores, and the coaling gang centre ; 
gate-house and cycle shed. 

The main buildings have a steel frame and the single-storey build- 
ings are largely load-bearing brick. The 400-ft. chimney and both 
cooling towers are reinforced concrete. It was required that as much 
of the station as was practicable should be clad in a lightweight material, 
fabricated largely off the site, with a thermal value equivalent to tradi- 
tional methods of construction, for the turbine house and office block. 
The cladding that had to be insulated is a lightweight panel composed 
of a fluted profile 18-gauge aluminium alloy outer facing sheet and 
inner flat face of aluminium sheet sandwiching 1 in. of glass-wool 
insulation, and for those parts of the building not requiring to be 
insulated it is corrugated steel sheet with zinc coating and surface 
treated with asbestos felt impregnated with a special maroon-coloured 
bitumen solution. The roof deck is aluminium. To provide protection 
from bomb blast all buildings have a brick plinth up to a minimum 
of 13 ft. 

To overcome the problem of flying ash and atmospheric conditions g 
causing deterioration and obstruction of gutters and rain-water pipes, 
gutters and rain-water pipes at high level on all buildings have been 
omitted, and rain-water is to be allowed to run down the sides of 

the buildings and be collected in a 4ft. wide reinforced concrete 
i gutter, situated on the top of the blast wall. All eaves are rounded 
so as to allow rain-water to remove any accumulation of ash. 

Work began on the site in July, 1954, and the station is due to be 
commissioned in January, 1958. Chief engineer, Yorkshire Division, 
Generation Construction, responsible for the complete co-ordination of 
the project: W. H. Dunkley. Group engineer in charge: A. J. 
Hodgkinson. Civil consultants responsible for site and foundation 
works: Brian Colquhoun and Partners. Partner responsible for the 
design: N. H. Fowler. Chief assistant in charge: M. Ryley. 
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POWER STATION: KILLIN, PERTHSHIRE 
Robert H. Matthew 





A hydro-electric power station at the Falls of Lochay, near Killin, 
for the North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board (Breadalbane Pro- 
ject). The Killin section of this project is situated mainly in the 
Glen Lo¢hay and Glen Lyon area. The water, which will drive the 
two 22,500 kW. vertical turbines, will flow through a 44-mile tunnel 
and a 1,670-ft. pipe-line from a 718-ft. long dam at Stronuich in Glen 
Lyon. Less than a quarter of a mile below the falls and situated on a 
sharp bend of the river, the site is enclosed on the north and west 
sides by steep wooded slopes. A landscaping plan proposes informal 
grouping of new trees and shrubs, such as gorse; there is to be no 
boundary fencing or formal gardening ; where the ground is disturbed 
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SITE PLAN | 
flower House ! Beckkar; 


for made up to new levels it will be replaced by rough grassland. 


The main factors affecting the design were: 1, electrical and 
mechanical considerations ; 2, the height of the turbine-house, which 
was fixed by the level at which the crane must run and the head room 
required above it ; 3, the importance of the view from the road above 
the site ; 4, the need to avoid a sharp dividing line between the tail- 
race and the main building; 5, the decision to use stone as the main 
walling material, and 6, the position of the main terminal tower, which 
was fixed within close limits by electrical considerations. The turbine- 
house is given an even distribution of light by high-level windows on 
the south wall and low-level glazing on the north wall, which also 
gives a view of the generators from the entrance yard. A low block 
containing offices and control rooms is curved round to relate to 
the approach road, which has been planned parallel to the overhead 
lines running from terminal tower to the main transmission lines. 
Open transformer compounds, surrounded by high stone walls, are 
linked to the turbine-house by a covered block for switchgear. 

The concrete of the tail-race is to be poured behind permanent 
shuttering of large dark grey stones laid on end, and the same stone 
will be carried over the draught-tube openings and round the south 
side of the office block. Roofs are of sheet copper laid on felt and 
boarding fixed to softwood rafters and steel’ roof trusses. External 
walls are in rough light stone from a quarry recently dpened up in 
Glen Lyon; in the turbine-house there is an inner skin of concrete 
reinforced to act as bracing between the crane-rail supports. Windows 
are of aluminium alloy in teak surrounds; entrance doors to loading 
bay in teak. 

Work will begin in March of this year. The station was designed in 
collaboration with the North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board’s con- 
sulting civil engineers, James Williamson and Partners, and consulting 
mechanical and electrical engineers, Merz and McLellan. Assistant 
architects: T. R. Spaven and R. Thurgarland. Quantity surveyors for 
superstructure: David Reid and Gibson. 


POWER HOUSE: BECKTON 
London County Council 


Part of a scheme being carried out under the direction of the LCC 
Chief Engineer, J. Rawlinson, for extending the Northern Outfall 
Sewage Disposal works, which treats the sewage flow from the whole 
of the County of London north of the Thames. These extensions, con- 
sisting of detritus channels, primary sedimentation tanks, a diffused 
25 






2. POWER STATIONS 


CMe See ee Oe ae ; air activated sludge plant and a sludge digestion plant, include several 
NF Os ; os buildings, of which the most important is the power-house. Its function 
will be to convert the energy of sludge gas into (a) power for supply- 

ing compressed air for sewage purification and (b) electricity for 
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driving electric motors and for general use on the works ; waste heat 

om this conversion will be used for heating sludge in the adjacent 

ff. sludge digestion plant, to assist the digestion process by which the 

sludge gas (mainly methane) is obtained. The main units of the plant, 

which are driven by eight 900-h.p. gas turbines, consist of five blowing 
units and three alternators. 

Near the power-house will be a workshop block to maintain and 
repair machinery. To the south of the existing laboratories will be 
stores with vehicle garages alongside. To the west of the laboratories 
is an administration building. The intention is to carry out extensive 
planting, choosing shrubs, trees and plants which will flourish in spite 
of an atmosphere contaminated by the large gas-works nearby. 

The power-house contains a turbine hall, an air filtration plant 
and distribution duct, and gas compression, main control and auxiliary 
rooms. Machinery is located at two principal levels: the basement 
and the main floor, the latter being the level of the adjacent roads 
giving direct vehicular access to the turbines while a lorry ramp leads 
into the basement. Staff messing and lavatories are provided. It is 
expected that many visitors will come to study the function of the 
power-house and an observation gallery is therefore also provided. 

The superstructure of the power-house, which is composed almost 
entirely of reinforced concrete, is built upon a heavy reinforced 
concrete substructure carried in turn on piles cast on the site. As 
much as is practicable of the superstructure is to be site precast and 
even the shell concrete barrel vaults are to be precast in sections, 
hoisted into position and post-tensioned in situ. The exposed precast 
structural members will be finished with a decorative and protective 
rendering. The workshop is also to be carried on reinforced concrete 
piles, and the superstructure is a steel frame carrying a lightweight 
precast concrete roof with glazed cladding and brick end walls. The 
future administration building will have a precast concrete frame 
carrying a lightweight precast concrete roof with brick and glazed 
panel walls. The stores compound and garages will be built largely 
of brick with precast, prestressed reinforced concrete roofing and 
aluminium-framed roof lights. 

Work on the superstructure of the power-house began last month. 
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Right, the Northern Outfall sewage disposal works, 
Beckton, showing arrangement of new buildings. The 
power house is on the right. Below, a detail of the 


power house. 
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St. Anne’s neighbourhood, Stepney, East London. Salmon Lane, the shopping 
street, runs from the bottom of the picture towards the 15-storey point block. 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD: STEPNEY 


London County Council 


Part of the comprehensive reconstruction of the war damaged areas 
in Stepney and Poplar which have been replanned by the London 
County Council as a series of twelve neighbourhoods varying from 
2,200 to 10,700 people, each as far as possible with its own schools, 
local shopping centres, opeh spaces and community buildings. St. 
Anne’s neighbourhood, illustrated here, will ultimately occupy an 
area of 42 acres of which 17 acres is being redeveloped in the first 
stage. It is at the southern end of the proposed belt of open space link- 
ing with Victoria Park and terminating in Brickfield Gardens in the 
centre of the neighbourhood. It is bounded on the east by Burdett Road, 
on the south-east by Limehouse Cut, on the south by Commercial 
Road, and on the west by the railway and the Grand. Union Canal. 
It originally consisted largely of low residential buildings, with 
almost a village character. They were erected about 1870 for working- 
class occupation and those that remain are mostly obsolete by modern 
standards. The road network is irrational and wasteful of land. The 
terrain is almost flat, although there is a very slight slope from north 
to south. 

The new development takes the form of flats, maisonettes and 
houses at a density of 136 persons per acre, providing accommodation 
for 1,630 persons in the first stage and for 2,200 in the completed neigh- 
bourhood. The buildings have been kept low (but with some high 
blocks) to retain the basic scale and character of the area. The layout 
is composed of individual housing groups, each having its own special 
character. Two of these are squares formed round eight-storey blocks 
embodying, in one case, three-storey blocks of flats and in the other, 
four-storey maisonettes with private gardens. A third group consists 
of the shopping street of Salmon Lane, which is given emphasic at the 


From the south-east, showing sunken terrace 
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One of the two eight-storey blocks 


north-west end by a 15-storey point block and at the south-east end GR 
by the tower of St. Anne’s Church, Limehouse, although the latter is Fi 
situated outside the neighbourhood. A fourth group is formed as a 
square with a five-storey block as the dominant feature. In addition, x 
there is a series of three-storey blocks Along the banks of the Grand Pe 
Union Canal. The #idividual groups are linked by short streets of 
two-storey ges with private gardens of v: sizes, and three- 
storey cks of flats. The established<shopping centre in Salmon 
L is to be largely rebuilt in the first s , providing shops along 
e Salmon Lane frontage with servietfig facilities and garages at 
the rear. Above the shops are mais6nettes. A site is provided in the 
ultimate layout for a new Methédist Church to replace the Edinburgh 
Castle Mission affected the Council’s proposals to extend King 
George’s Fields Open Space. Three schools are included, as follows: 
St. Anne’s C. of E. Primary School; Our Lady R.C. Primary and re: 
Nursery School; and Locksley Street Nursery School, of which the ~ 
first forms part of the first stage. Land has been reserved for com- 
merce’in the south-west corner of the neighbourhood. Within this 
a district offices and a maintenance depot for the housing manage- 
ment department of the Council are sited and form part of the first 
stage. These are mainly single-storey buildinjgs. The remainder is 
likely to be used to re-accommodate commercial undertakings dis- 
placed by the Couwncil’s operations elsewhere, but. this land is not 
being developed at present. The existing road network has largely 
been replaced by a simpler layout, a change made possible by the 
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need to renew existing services. aa 
Work began in the spring of 1955. Z 
Fi 
Fi 

FLATS: HOVE 


Eric Lyons 


A block of flats, sponsored by private enterprise, at Somerhill, 
Hove. There are three types of flat, as follows: 40 of type A (see 
plans), 23 of type B and 11 of type C, making 74 in all. The site 
is small, having an area of only 1.34 acres. There are 32 lock-up 
garages. It was required to keep the height of the building down to 
seven storeys. Corridor access was decided upon to produce a con- 
centrated building with structural economy, and to establish better 
social feeling than is possible with gallery access or with staircase 
aceess with a small number of flats per landing. The objections to 
central corridor access on the score of ventilation is met by the use 
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of extract fans, and on the score of noise by the use of soft floor 
finishings. 

Construction is reinforced concrete structural frame with two- 
way in-situ slabs 19 ft. by 19 ft. The flats will be centrally heated <9 
and supplied with hot water by an oil-fired boiler. . 24 
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covlrtge GarAerr Vi) * ; MAISONETTES: LIVERPOOL 
Wer TP CALNE ee 
oe . e Bes Ronald Bradbury (City Architect) 
garages (13 

if Fi | These two ten-storey blocks of maisonettes are part of a comprehen- 
| SOOT sive layout in a central district known as the Anthony Street area, 





which contains four-bedroom houses, three-bedroom four-storey 
maisonettes, two-bedroom multi-storey maisonettes and one-bedroom 
two- and three-storey flats. The site forms a continuation of the com- 
pleted Boyd Street project, a scheme consisting of three- and: four- 
storey flats and a ten-storey maisonette’ block known as Cresswell 
Mount. The position of the blocks on the site is determined by a disused, 
now filled-in, quarry. The ground slopes at about 1 in 10 and necessi- 
tates the use of retaining walls and terracing. A central service road 
will serve both blocks and the store-rooms. The layout of the site 
includes a children’s playground, a green area, tree and shrub plant- 
ing and sheltered seats; the position and height above sea level 
afford interesting views over Liverpool and the River Mersey and also 
over Cheshire and to the Welsh coast beyond. 

The two blocks contain a total of 105 two-bedroom and 15 three- 
bedroom maisonettes and are linked together by a low block con- 
taining 24 store-rooms (each 8 ft. by 4 ft. rented separately) and 
pump rooms, with a covered (terrace over. Living accommodation is 
on | the west side of each block, with kitchens and bathrooms on the 
Caccess b balcony side. Vertical circulation ig in towers containing lifts 
and staircases ases and housing the lift machiné\rooms and water-storage 
tanks above roof\Jevel. The elevational treatment derives from the 
fire-escape r2gulations: alternate bedrooms reqyire an escape balcony, 
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.and this is obtained by‘gushing the bedroom floor out on the other 
side, i.e., over thes cess | balcony; This system provides a private bal- 
cony to more than Half th€ maisonettes and a partly covered access 
balcony. ‘ 

The structure is a reinforced-concrete frame with a composite no- 
fines concrete infilling. Wall thicknesses are 12 in. external and 
9 in. to party walls. Floors between maisonettes are precast units with 
fibre glass blanket insulation ; these are laid as the pouring proceeds. 
Bedroom floors are in timber to facilitate building-in at a later stage. 
Maisonettes will be poured two at a time and two storeys in height. 
‘External finishes include spar dash, painted cement rendering, and 
painted metal. All windows are metal casements, top-hung projecting 
type, and can be glazed and cleaned from the inside. Heating is by 
open fires; for ash and refuse disposal, there is one ash chute to 
every twelve maisonettes. A vertical duct to each maisonette con- 
tains all plumbing services, gas, water, electricity and also television, 
radio and telephone cables. 

Construction began last month. 


HOUSING, ETC.: REGENTS PARK 
Armstrong and MacManus 


Three new areas, known as ‘E’, ‘F’ and ‘G’, in the long-term 
redevelopment scheme being carried out east of Regent’s Park by 
St. Pancras Borough Council. The site, approximately rectangular in 
shape and bounded on the west by Albany Street, is comparatively 
level from north to south but has a fall from west to east. The area 
contains two public squares, Clarence Gardens and Munster Square, 
and was originally developed by Nash in the early nineteenth century 
for the purpose of ‘a working-class quarter with markets and shops’. 
It was much damaged during the war and no buildings now remain 
in Munster Square. The remaining buildings in the area, apart from 
those in Albany Street, are almost entirely three-storey terrace houses 
with basements. The gross area of the site remaining for housing 
redevelopment is approximately 10.8 acres. This will contain about 
570 dwellings, ten shops, three public houses, garages and a branch 
library. The scope of the replanning was much restricted by the two 
large existing squares, the need to provide two sites for new schools 


View south to 
Clarence Gardens 
from Robert Street. 


pg rbot towards 
the 15-storey block. 
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Munster Square from 
the south. 


View north across 
Clarence Gardens. 





The market place 

and branch library, 

looking east. 
and a site for a new police station, to retain St. Bede’s Mission 
Hall and provide for street widening and the preservation of the 
maximum number of existing trees. 

The layout is informal and planned on precinctual principles in 
which the buildings, mainly of the terrace type, are so disposed as 
to form a series of varied and linked places and squares. Munster 

are, redeveloped on three sides with domestic buildings (the fourth 
omtains the existing St. Mary Magdalene Church and the new church 
school) is linked with Clarence Gardens through a more freely 
shaped place in which is sited a ae Clarence Gardens 
is redeveloped with domestic _buildings-on-four sides anc from it 
a wide pedestrian way _ledds under a building into Robert Street. 
This building has-béen placed on the axis of Cumberland Market so 
as to clos e vista and to complete the architectural composition 

ermed by the two-slab blocks now nearing completion in area ‘C’. 
Towards the west end of Robert Street a building with shops under 
it is returned into the site to form a small market-place containing 
the branch library, and placed so as to be associated with the row 
of shops already built on the opposite side of Robert Street. Another 
small square is formed at the south end of Albany Street, with the 
new police station, a new public house and the existing St. Bede’s 
Mission Hall. Garages are provided under some of the blocks with 
direct access to the adjoining streets. 

The whole area has no formal road system, being treated as a 
pedestrian precinct. Essential wheeled traffic will have permissive 
use over paved areas between the blocks, on a defined way of 
setts charted with posts and bollards, thus preserving pedestrian 
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= Wy pe pera es ee priority ‘and safeguarding the passage of children within the whole 

| eee : ways and the spaces throughout the areas will be free for access by 
the general public, grassed courts contained by, and adjacent to, the 
living-room sides of blocks will be fenced and reserved for the private 
use of tenants as in some London squares. A large proportion of the 
ground-floor dwellings also have private gardens. Fitted play spaces 
are provided for the younger children. Accommodation consists mainly 
of four-storey buildings containing maisonettes and flats. There are 
also terrace houses for large families, a two-storey building of small 
flats for older persons, two eleven-storey blocks and one fifteen-storey 
block of smaller flats. 

Construction of the housing is expected to begin late this year. 

BtocK /// 

4y2,3¢¢ roorw Male 

4 Slorces 
FLATS: CITY OF LONDON 





Chamberlin, Powell and Bon 


An addition to the Golden Lane housing scheme illustrated in the 
esponding issue to this two years ago. Extension of the site to 
swell Road )has increased the gross area by 1.95 acres. At the 
maximum pérmitted density of 200 persons to the acre, the population 
may therefore be increased by 390 to a total of 1,390. The revised 
layout aims at housing the 390 additional persons while maintaining 
the character and unity of the scheme. The new blocks are of six 
and four storeys, the four-storey block running north to south, and 
the six-storey blocks running east to west in the manner of the 
_ original layout. Block II, which would have formed’a barrier between 
the two sections of the site, has been omitted and the flats which it 
SLO CA f/f CT 


The scheme before extension 


contained accommodated in the new blocks, In the original layout a 
degree of spaciousness was achieved by housing a large number of 
flats in a high block of fourteen storeys. The new extension is not 
sufficiently large to accommodate satisfactorily another high block, 
but it has allowed another storey of flats to be added to the existing 
high block) Block VIII in the original layout has been extended west- 
wards and contains the same type of maisonettes es before. It is 
six storeys high, with access galleries on alternate floors. Block IX 
is also six storeys and contains one-room flats. Access is by a gallery 
at each floor level. Block X is four storeys high and contains two-room 
flats, limited to the top three storeys, disposed either side of a central 
access corridor. At the southern end of the block, this corridor divides 
either side of an open space. The ground floor of the block is unsuit- 
able for flats, owing to the proximity of Goswell Road. It contains 

[continued on page 37 
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Above, the new section of the large housing area 

east of Regent’s Park, showing the planning in 

the form of a sequence of connected squares. 
Below, Golden Lane housing scheme in the City of London in its 
extended form. The divided block on the left of the picture is the new one, 
with shops on the ground floor, facing Goswell Road. 
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LCC housing at Picton 
Street, Camberwell: the 
eleven-storey maisonette 


block. Above, the _ living- 


room side showing two-storey 
balconies. Below, the entrance 
side. (See also the cover of 


this issue). 
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facing on to the road, and a space for a 
towards Block I 


venient service at low level to shop basements, garages 
chambers. Sixty-three lock-up garages are provided at bas le 
beneath the court to the south of Block IX Blocks VIII, IX ; n og 
by their disposition, partly enclose two courts, one to the . 

one to the south. These courts are open to the central part of the site 
around Block I, and have access to Goswell Read, via openings at 
ground level under Block X. The northern court is partially sunk and 
it is suggested that it should contain a bowling green. Immediately 
to the east of this proposed green is a low building, containing two’ 
badminton courts at low level, and a nursery room at ground level. 
To the north of the green is a raised terrace, and behind this ‘an 
arcade of rooms which can be either open or enclosed to form shelters 





or club rooms for old people, children or persons using the games. 


facilities. The northern part of the court contains the children’s play-~ 
ground. The west end is for older children, and the east end, adjacent 
to the nursery room, is for young children. 

The construction, a mixture of load-bearing brick and. reinforced 
concrete, is as described with reference to the main part of the scheme. 
Construction will begin early this year. Quantity surveyors: Davis, 
Belfield and Everest. Consulting structural engineers: Ove Arup and 
Partners. Consulting heating engineer: H. J. Knox. 


MAISONETTES: CAMBERWELL 
London County Council 


A mixed housing scheme at Picton Street, consisting of 682 dwell- 
ings, five shops, clubroom, workshops_ areas. The dwellings 
are grouped into four eleven-store 
taining 80 dwellings, and 16-foUr-storey blocks 
private gardens. The site“is flat and previously contained derelict and 
partly war-damaged two-storey, early Victorian terraces. A number 
of small existing streets will be closed as a result of the redevelop- 
ment-The acquisition of the site is being achieved piecemeal as a 

Ssult of which the new development can only proceed in phases, 
following demolition. The scheme is an experimental one, designed 
to ascertain to what extent collaboration between the architects, 
engineers, surveyors and contractors, from the earliest stages, can 
contribute towards the introduction of new techniques and the reduc- 
tion of building costs. It is the work of a team comprising architects, 
engineers, quantity surveyors and representatives of the Building 
Research Station and also of the contractors, who were nominated 
at the design stage. A tower-crane is being used for the construction 
of the eleven-storey buildings and many of the components have been — 
prefabricated or designed in such a way as to make maximum use of 
this crane. These components have also been designed as far as 
possible to reduce the volume of wet processes, particularly plastering. 

Construction of the eleven-storey blocks consists of in-situ concrete 
cross-walls (each alternate wall only being reinforced) with precast 
main floor units and prefabricated timber intermediate floors. Exter- 
nal walls and internal partitions are of prefabricated timber-framed 
panels, with hardwood or plasterboard facings respectively, Constru 
tion of the four-storey blocks consists of in-situ mass concrete cross- 
walls, with in-situ main floors and aia 6 timber intermediate 
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floors. External walls and partitions are similar to the eleven-storey 
blocks except that the cladding (being on sheer faces) is aluminium 
sheet. 

Work started in January, 1955. 


FLATS: HIGHGATE 
Eric Lyons 


For the Soviet Trade Delegation in the grounds of their offices at 
West Hill, Highgate. The new buildings are on the part of the site 
fronting to Millfield Lane. The accommodation consists of six flats 
with bed-sitting room, kitchen bay and shared bathroom; five flats 
with bed-sitting room, bath and kitchen; seventeen flats with living 
room, bedroom, bath and kitchen, and eight flats with living room, 
two bedrooms, bathroom and kitchen, making thirty-six flats in all. 
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Top, from the south-west ; bottom, inside the courtyard 





e : —~_emanmaanahe ed : oe In addition there is a recreation room with stage and projection box, 
FLAT TYPES ao and a games room, lavatories, children’s playroom and playground. 
Construction consists of a reinforced concrete frame and floors, with 
es external brick filling. 
Work began last month. 





OFFICE BUILDINGS 





OFFICES AND SHOPS: ALBEMARLE STREET 
Erno Goldfinger 


A speculative office block, with shops, being déveloped for two 
different clients under separate contracts. The site was originally 
occupied by two Georgian buildings, both of which were destroyed 
by enemy action in 1940, and at present remains as an unused bomb 
site. It is bounded on both sides by four- or five-storey buildings and 
at the rear by one- or two-storey structures associated with buildings 
fronting to Dover Street. By reason of its situation it constitutes 
some of the most costly land in London. Although the site is so 
restricted (24 ft. frontage to each building) a net letting space of 71 
per cent has been achieved. The clients have agreed that the build- 
ings may be treated as one, although planned as separate entities, 
each with its own entrance, staircase and engineering services. 

The building has a reinforced concrete frame with precast pre- 
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4. OFFIOE BUILDINGS 
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stressed floor sla4s. Windows incorporate the idea of a photobolic 
screen which involves the upper windows being recessed, and the top 
surface of the transome so formed being used to reflect light into the 
room. The building as a whole is set back 2 ft. 6 in. from the building 
line, making the projecting alcove boxes shown on the drawing 
possible. Heating is by oil-fired burners, circulating hot water to 
convection heaters in the offices and to radiators in the shops. Hot 
water is provided by means of a calorifier to which is attached an 
immersion heater for use in the off season. 
Work began in October, 1955. 


OFFICES, ETC.: NEW CAVENDISH STREET 
Gollins, Melvin, Ward and Partners 


The previous buildings on the site were destroyed during the war 
and for the last few years it has been used as a public car park. The 
principal front is to New Cavendish Street with short return fronts 
to Gosfield Street and Great Titchfield Street. The requirement was 
to provide the maximum amount of well-lit lettable floor space on 
the upper floors, and space on the ground floor suitable for one show- 

oom or as sub-division into shops. The office accommodation is on 
four upper floors, approached by a passenger lift and staircase from 
the separate entrance hall on the ground floor. Lavatories are provided 
on each floor. There is a loading dock on the ground floor and the 
basement is devoted to dead storage. 

Construction is a reinforced concrete frame and floors, with all 
beams contained in the floor slab, thus giving a flat ceiling throughout 
the offices. The outer spandrel walls are faced with precast slabs with 
a white marble aggregate, and the window mullions are spaced to 
allow the erection of partitions at conveniently close centres. 

Work began in October, 1955. Consulting engineer: W. V. Zinn. 


OFFICES: CITY OF LONDON 


Trehearne and Norman, Preston and Partners 


Clements House is in Gresham Street, conforming to new frontages 
created by the straightening of the street. It has been designed for 
quick and economical erection, to provide large unobstructed floor 
areas suitable for office use. There is a two-storey entrance hall with 
balconies at the upper level. The courtyard, together with a small 
area at basement. level, will be used for car parking. 

Mass concrete strip foundations support a reinforced concrete frame 
of the flat slab type, designed to eliminate all beams and so provide 
flat ceilings throughout the building. Planning is based on a 12-ft. 
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Offices on a bombed site in New Cavendish Street, London, W.1. The ground 
floor is to be used for shops or a showroom. Above, the main front. Below, 
the same from Gosfield Street and the Great Titchfield Street front. 








4. OFFICE BUILDINGS 


Below, 


civic offices at Leeds, rising behind 


the earlier offices designed by Vincent 


Harris: 


the 


Woodhouse Lane frontage. 


Right, two views of 
Minster House, an office 
building in Arthur 
Street, London. The 
upper one being from 
the direction of Upper 
Thames Street, which is 
to be widened. The 
curved entrance fa:ade 
follows the line of 
Arthur Street, 
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continued from page 40) 

grid. Floors are hollow tile with reinforced concrete ribs. The main 

external walls consist of: where there are no windows, 4}-in Portland 

stone so arranged that it can be erected after the inner 9-in. brick 

wall has been built, to overcome the delay on stone erection ; where 

there are windows, a quartzite facing to the columns and 2}-in. pre- 

cast window panels faced with quartzite and fixed to 9-in. inner 
~ brick walls. The two-storey projection on the Gresham Street side 
has ends of Portland stone, window panels of mosaic, window jambs 
of black granite and a grey marble plinth. The lower two storeys of 
the Wood Street wing are faced with dark coloured tiling. The 
courtyard walls are of 13-in. brickwork, using 2-in. hand-made buff 
and black bricks with recessed joints. The top two floors of the build- 
ing have continuous glazing. The open pergola on the roof is of 
reinforced concrete with metal uprights. 

Work began last summer and is expected to be finished by the 
spring of 1957. Consulting engineers: Travers, Morgan and Partners. 
Quantity surveyors: Cyril Sweett and Partners. 











OFFICES: CITY OF LONDON 
Trehearne and Norman, Preston and Partners 


ROUND FLCOR Okfeces City oflowten The site of Minster House, Arthur Street, is in a declaratory area 





$ITB PLAN 
i Offeces : Leeds 





large parts of which have been acquired by the City Corporation 
for the widening of Upper Thames Street and for the formation of 
a new road at the northern end of the site. The remainder of the site 
has been acquired as a freehold by the clients, who are a group cf 
insurance brokers and underwriters now occupying premises in 
various parts of the City. They wished to bring all their companies 
under one roof, but to provide each with its own board room, etc. 
The site has a fall of 13 ft. from north to south, and this, together 
with the peculiar shape left after road widening and the narrowness 
of Laurence Pountney Lane, created difficult problems both of plan- 
ning and elevational treatment. The entrance had to be placed at the 
northern end of the site, away from Upper Thames Street. The garage 
is at the back on the ground floor, and is placed here rather than in 
the basement to avoid a long ramp with subsequent loss of useful 
space, to leave the basement available for filing, to avoid the need 
to provide a separate loading area and to save cost. 

The proximity of the site to the river necessitated pile foundations 
to a considerable depth. Upéo ground-floor level construction is of 
reinforced concrete, to allow time for the fabrication of the main 
structural steel frame. External walls consist of 4 ins. of Portland 
stone tied back across a cavity to a 44-in. inner wall. The external 
columns are within the thickness of the wall. External facing materials 
are Portland stone for the main walls, black granite for the recessed 
plinth, polished Roman stone with bronze window frames for the 
ground-floor projection on the Arthur Street side and green Westmor- 
land slate for the precast slabs forming the window panels, and for 
the roof structure. The top floor has continuous glazing. 

Work began in January, 1955, and is due to be completed by the 
ste end of this year. Quantity surveyors: Franklin and Andrews. 
Islorey 
lbocé& 


CIVIC OFFICES: LEEDS 
R. A. H. Livett (City Architect) 


To house various Corporation departments, including the City Archi- 
tect’s department, which are at the moment decentralized, with the 
result that several departments are distributed over various parts of 
the City. The site is at the rear of the Civic Hall designed by Vincent 


48 














OFFICE BUILDINGS 





4. 
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Harris in 1933. It is bounded by St. James’ Street, Woodhouse Lane, 
Portland Crescent and Portland Gate and is surrounded by earlier 
civic offices four storeys high. The new nine-storey block is planned 
at right angles to the future multi-storey block, which will form the 
dominating mass of the Central Colleges (by Yorke, Rosenberg and 
Mardall) which are now under construction on the opposite side of 
St. James’ Street. 

The project being in an early stage, details of construction and 
finishing materials have not yet been decided; nor has the starting 
date been fixed. 
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OFFICES: CITY OF LONDON 
Easton and Robertson 


At 2-12, Gresham Street, E.C.2, on an island site bounded by 
Street, Wood Street and Goldsmith Street. It adjoins the 
(Wax Chandlers’ Hall) shortly to be rebuilt, which required special 
/ consideration because of the hall’s small size and the alignment of its 
frontage which is that of the old Gresham Street, not the new. 
Hence, a block of the same height as the hall and abutting on it 
has been planned. This also forms the end of the drive-in from 
Gresham Street. The purpose is to provide office and banking accom- 
modation, etc. There are approximately 185,000 sq. ft. of lettable 
space on ten floors, plus a basement and sub-basement. Of this space 
some 42,000 sq. ft. consists of strong room and storage space located ~ 
below ground level. The main blocks are 50 ft. in width. Directors’ 
lavatories and staff lavatories for both sexes are on every floor except 
the ground floor. Boiler-room and ventilation plant room are in the 
basement. The main entrance hall, approached from Gresham Street, 
is two storeys high. A second entrance is off Goldsmith Street. The 
building will be served by seven high-speed lifts. An open-air car 
park at ground-floor level accommodates 50 cars. 
Construction is reinforced concrete, with considerable use of precast 
frames, etc. External finishing materials for the ground- and first- 
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ee <3 G floor columns are green Westmorland slate with a granite plinth. 
lighh wtl over “ Above that level the vertical members have a Portland stone casing ; 
a Ee RE: St en Oe ge 


the horizontal members are precast. Return walls are in facing brick. 
Work will start in the spring of this year. 
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OFFICES, SHOPS, ETC.: SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 
Sir John Burnet, Tait and Partners 








The building is to be known as Wingate House. In the basement 
: a) (seating 750), to be known as the Paris Cinema. It has 
Knead -'... ~m his - s oe ee a large foyer at mezzanine level. The ground floor consists of let- 
foyerever oak ie = table shops, and on the first floor is a car park reached from a ramp 
BASEMENT | 
Offeres, shops, ete : Shatte 
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UPPER FLOORS 


in Romilly Street. This is the first time in London that the dcotaaiel 
requirements of the London County Council with regard to car- 
‘parking space within the area of the building have been met by 

~~ placing it on the first floor. The open nature of the car park obviates 
the use of mechanical ventilation, and. many of the fire regulations 
that apply to basement garages and car parks are also avoided. The 
upper floors of the building contain offices. 

It is of steel frame construction with hollow-tile floors and a facing 

of stone. 

4 Ss Work on the site has already begun. 























OFFICE AND WAREHOUSE: LONDON 
Douglas and J. D. Wood 












































G 
In Stephen Street, W.1, an office block (to be known as Ofrex 
Ny i. House) for a group of companies concerned with office equipment. 
¢ _— * q 4 The basement is given over to bulk storage of such equipment, the 
: ates = 6 % a ground fleor to delivery, despatch and packing, and the first floor to 
< “ : 2 the sorting and assembly of orders. A conveyor belt between ground 
Ms * 6 and first floors runs between: free-standing columns and a cantilevered 
f EE OG RR shea BD enhande window. The offices are on the second and third floors, the directors’ 





accommodation on the fourth floor and a canteen, club rooms and 
caretaker’s quarters on the fifth floor. On the roof is a terrace and 
roof garden. The total accommodation is 45,500 sq. ft., the plot ratio 
being 33:1. 

Construction is a reinforced concrete frame on mass-concrete bases, 
with brick infilling and hollow-tile floors. The cantilevered window 
wall to Stephen Street is in aluminium. Facing bricks are red sand- 
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4. OFFICE BUILDINGS 





faced. The ground floor is faced with Portland stone. Copings and 
window dressings are artificial stone. Normal windows are of galvanized 
steel ; panels between windows, of cantilevered section, are ply-glass. 
Roof decking is in three-layer bituminous felt, with asbestos tiles 
inset for the terrace. 

Foundation work began in the autumn of 1954 and work on the 
superstructure in February, 1955. Associated architects for the design 
stage: Wornum and Playne. 
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FFICES: FETTER LANE 











Edward D. Mills 





On an almost island site, adjoining Trinity Church Passage. The 
site is crossed by West Harding Street and the small area cut off by 
this street is covered by a single-storey building suitable for light 
industry, except for a public house at one end. The main area of 
the site is developed according to the plot-ratio of 5:1 laid down 
by the City Corporation, and consists of three units, allowing the 
building to be constructed in stages and for separate ownership at a 
later date if required. The object in the planning has been to provide 
the maximum well-lighted office space and to place the lifts, stair- 
cases, etc., where they will not take up valuable letting space. The 
basement has been planned to accommodate the largest modern 
printing presses, and in order to give these the necessary clearance cf 

30 ft. and a measure of natural daylight and ventilation, its ceiling has 
been raised above road level. This has also made it possible to provide 
loading-dock facilities for ground floor and basement. Part of the 
basement, which has a lower ceiling, is allocated to central services 
and to parking space for 50 cars. The parking space is reached by two 

| ramps, entered from Great New Street. In addition to the ground-floor 
| space available for letting for light printing works or other light 
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GROUND FieoR 
Office ¥ Warehouse: London 
















industry, there is also Gettable ground-floor space) under the offices 


suitable for a or similar uses. The office floors above, 
the three blocks“of which vary in height (see drawings), have a total 
area of nearly 200,000 sa. ft. 

building is a framed structure with fireproof floors and stair- 
_/tases enclosed by curtain walling, consisting of metal windows with 
infilling panels up to cill level of some self-cleansing material (not yet 


decided) such as glass, metal or precast polished slabs. 





OFFICES, SHOPS, ETC.: ST. MARTIN’S LANE 
Basil Spence and Partners 


For Thorn Electrical Industries ; part to be occupied by the com- 
pany and part let. The main bulk of the building comprises a multi- 
store set at right-angles to Upper St. Martin’s Lane. Its 
area, shape, and position on the site were controlled by the daylight 
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indicators operated under the LCC town planning regulations for 
buildings over 100 ft. high. On the ground floor is the main foyer ; 
on the mezzanine, the foyer and exhibition area for Thorn exclu- 
sively, their lessees using only the ground floor. The top floor accom- 
modates, in addition to tanks and services, a board-room and its 
.. ancillaries as a penthous¢” Showroom on two storeys front Upper 
St. Martin's Lane, with shop windows at street level. On the north 
side—along West Street—is a demonstration theatre—a concrete shell 
supported at mezzanine level by columns—seating 250. It serves as a 
foil to the main office block. Vehicular access to the site is from Upper 
St. Martin’s Lane under the first floor of the showrooms, and from 
West Street. A car park for 35 cars is provided to comply with LCC 
regulations. 4,000 ft. of dead storage space and the oil-fired boilers 
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OFFICE BUILDINGS 


Above, from down 
St. Martin’s Lane, 
Right, close-up of 
the open ground 
floor with foyer at 
mezzanine level 
over the entrance. 











are also housed below ground level in the single-storeyed basement. 

o car lifts)take vehicles to and from the garage. 

-Onstruction is reinforced concrete with precast columns and 
hollow-tile floors, the walls between window heads and cills forming 
edge beams. Bracing for wind is by the service and the gable end 
walls. Four high-speed lifts are provided, one of which can be con- 
verted at the press of a switch to a firemen’s lift, with alternative 
access to the fire lobbies on each floor. There are two staircases, one 
being the fire stair. Materials are ‘natural’ (that is, they do not 
require redecorating, only occasional cleaning). The gable walls are 
Portland stone, and the facing of the edge beams between window 
head and cill green Westmorland stone. On the east gable wall 
fronting Upper St. Martin’s Lane it is proposed to site a sculpture, 
possibly by Eduardo Paolozzi. It will occur above a glazed projection 
of the mezzanine over the pavement, which gives a fine prospect of 
St. Martin-in-the-Fields. 





INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS 





INDUSTRIAL OFFICES: EAST HAM 
Elie Mayorcas 


To accommodate the technical and control staff of the Beckton 
gas works, belonging to the North Thames Gas Board. The aim was 
to provide the lightest and airiest possible working conditions in the 
centre of a very heavily industrialized area. The site is a disused 

approximately 200 ft. 
in diameter and 30 ft. in depth, with a raised central dumpling, the 
whole built in mass concrete, backed by puddled clay. The 
surrounding ground is waterlogged and of very poor bearing quality. 
On the ground floor there is garage accommodation for staff cars, 
motor cycles and bicycles and various stores for the keeping of 
records. On the first floor are the offices of the Accounts Department 
and the Labour, Safety and Welfare Departments, on the second 
floor the offices of the station engineer and his senior technical staff 
and on the third floor a canteen and games room. The building has 
been designed to allow for future expansion by the addition of two 
floors on each wing, and the engineering and lift services have been 
so designed to permit this with the minimum disturbance to the exist- 
ing structure. There is an underground emergency works control 
room. At first-floor level there is a suspended pay terrace) which will 
enable a large number of men to be paid without entering the 
building. 

The building has an in-situ reinforced con¢rete framed super- 
structure on piled foundations, firebreak walls af staircases, etc., with 
reinforced concrete and hollow pot floors. e entire building has 
been designed on a module of 3 ft. 4 ins. Choicé of finishing materials 
has chiefly been governed by the necessity ¢f minimizing mainten- 
ance and to be self-cleansing. Curtain walling is aluminium, with 
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5. INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS 
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‘Ask, eitusindebritioin: Steal tet the oie tneleniaig works, 
adjoining the site of the present works. The accommodation includes 
general office space, executive offices, a drawing office, a conference 

1%) with model gallery, canteens, etc. The form of the building was 
ermin i by the need to insulate against airborne sound and to 


prevent seneile front the Wkchiaa vhachelsd tan alles: 


Construction is a reinforced concrete in-situ frame with precast 
concrete floors and roof slabs and brick screen walls. The walls 
nearest the source of noise are of engineering brick and openings 
in them are kept to a minimum. Flat beamed floor construction 
allows clear runs of services in the suspénded ceilings. 

Site preparation has already begun. Consulting engineers: McLellan 
and Partners, Merz and McLellan and R. T. James and Partners. 


FACTORY OFFICES: BIRMINGHAM 
Ernd Goldfinger 


A free-standing office block on the factory site of Carr and Co. 
(Paper) Ltd., Cranmore Boulevard, Shirley, Birmingham, to replace 
some old and temporary timber-built offices. It is designed to be of 
prestige value to the company, and in addition to the offices the 
architect is designing the surrounding landscaping, the major feature 
of which is an ornamental reflecting in front of the office block>, 
The building consists of an open with an entrance lobby 
and some service rooms, two upper floors of offices and directors’ suites, 
and a roof which is at the moment being developed as a roof garden, 
but will later become a third floor. Lift, ventilation and water-storage 
services are located in a box above this roof level. 

Construction is in-situ reinforced concrete with piled foundations. 
Windows are designed with photobolic scréen. Some partitions are in 
44 in. brickwork, where they are expected to be permanent ; elsewhere 





Above, offices for the technical and control staff of the North Thames gasworks at Beckton—architect, Elie 
Mayorcas, The circle represents a disused gasholder on the foundations of which the offices are sited, 


Below, the two sides of the administration offices at 
Derby, alongside the Rolls Royce engineering works. 
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Above, the Aspro factory, Slough, showing 
workshop block on the eastern side of the site. 





INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS 





Right, cosmetic factory 
at Eastleigh. In the 
model the roof of the 
main warehouse area 


has been made trans- 


parent to show the 
interior layout. The fac- 
tory proper is on the 
first floor of the block at 
the far end. On the right 
is the single-storey 


administration block. 





the two-storey office and 
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resis angst A plenum extract vent 
throughout the office areas, extracting from the 


: Tuns ¢ 
various services are incorporated in chases left in tha column. 
Work began in October, 1955. 


FACTORY, ETC.: SLOUGH . 


For the Aspro group of companies, manufacturers of. 
products, who also have a packaging business dealing with a wide 
variety of goods. The requirement was for a single-building containing’ 
production areas, raw materials storage, warehousing space for finished 
products, offices, staff canteens and recreation fooms and service 
laboratories and workshops (including facilities for servicing travel- 
lers’ cars). The site, west of Slough on the south side of the Bath Road, 
adjoins the company’s sports ground. 

The western part of the building contains the production, storage 
and warehouse areas and is one storey high. The eastern part is a 
two-storey block containing the offices, workshops, ete, The. ceiling 
height required for production is less than that requited for’ storage. 
and warehousing, but the former requires electrieal and mechanical 
services which are housed in the extra roof space. The production area 
is without windows, being wholly artificially lighted and ventilated, 
allowing great flexibility of planning. The office block employs the 
American system of housing all staff except the highest executives 
in one arge individed space.) This is on the first. floor above 
canteen and stalf accommodation and a ‘foyer’ designed for ¢ 
circulation and for. the display of products, ete, Above the « 
are the directors’ offices. The workshops are at the south : of the 
building adjoining the production area. 

The production, storage and warehouse portion has an uncased 
steel frame and light lattice steel roof giving a clear height of 20 ft. 
The permanent north wall is in buff-coloured brickwork. The wall 
at the west end, demountable for possible future expansion, is in 
aluminium framing with plastic panels. The office and service block 
is also steel framed, with precast reinforced conerete. floor panels; 
but the floor spanning the canteen is covered by a post-stressed precast 
concrete deck 60 ft. wide, with the ventilation and other ducts within 
the members. Ground-floor external walls are brick, glass-brick panels 
or glass screens and the first floor glass or plastic panels. 

Site work started in July, 1955, and the building is due to be com- 
pleted by the end of this year. Partner responsible: E. D. Jefferiss 
Mathews. Chief assistant: E. J. Hill. Quantity surveyors: Harris and 
Porter. Structural engineer: A. C. Aston. Electrical and mechanical 
engineers: G. H. Buckle and Partners. 


FACTORY: EASTLEIGH, HANTS. 
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ees 


eee used for the storage of raw miaterials, packing materials 
and finished goods, with loading-bay arrangements and enclosed stores 
for Liaclil goods. Manufacturing is carried out at first-floor level, 
the raw materials being taken up by lift and the finished products 
being conveyed to the ground-floor filling and packing area by pipe- 
lines on to the packing benches. Packing and filling is done on benches 
with conveyor belts, and the goods discharged into the warehouse area 
for casing before despatching. The administration block contains 
offices, a canteen and welfare facilities. oe 

The building has a precast reinforced concrete frame. In the case 
of the warehouse, standard precast columns and beams are used with 
a lightweight metal flat roof. The offices have prestressed concrete 
beams, The two-storey manufacturing and finishing block also consists 
of precast, prestressed reinforced concrete frame with concrete floors 
and a metal deck roof. External walling to the office and manufac- 
turing block is 11 in. cavity brickwork, using a local hand-made 
facing brick, and the warehouse is clad with precast concrete storey- 
height panels of lightweight concrete with an exposed aggregate 
external finish and a smooth-faced internal finish to minimize expen- 
sive surfaces. Windows are in metal, the warehouse area having a 
patent-glazing strip window to give some daylight, the rest of the 
area relying upon artificial lighting. There are suspended ceilings 
except in the warehouse, and the space between the ceiling and the 
structural floor or roof is used as a duct for services, ventilation 
trunking, etc. Heating is by hot air, and air conditioning is provided 
in certain of the laboratories and manufacturing areas, some of which 
also require dust extraction. 

Work began in May, 1955, and is expected to be complete in the 
unusually short time of one year. Site engineer: Frederick Lee. 
Quantity surveyor: L. W. Clark. 








TELEVISION LABORATORIES: ENFIELD 
G. A. Jellicoe and Partners 


For research into colour television with a view to its development 
as a commercial undertaking, including the pilot production of certain 
components such as transistors and cathode ray tubes. As detailed : 
requirements could not be closely planned at the start, the clients, E ; 
Sylvania-Thorn, requested the utmost flexibility of plan. Special | 
requirements included air conditioning to provide a dust-free atmo- 
sphere, strict humidity and temperature control in a special area, i 
and the reduction of noise from traffic and internal sources, such 
as workshop machinery and lifts. : 

The site is at the junction of Great Cambridge Road and Southbury 
Road, and although self-contained the laboratories are planned in 
relation to the Ferguson Radio Corporation’s works nearby. The 
laboratory working space is on the first and second floors. A central 
duct suspended below the ceiling contains ventilation trunking, 

[continued on page 57 


ee 








54 














Television research labora- 
tories at Enfield. Right: 
the laboratory block with 
the four-storey office block 
behind. Below, the two 
blocks, showing the pool 
between them, which will 
feed a heat-pump and con- 
tain fountains used to cool 
the refrigeration plant. 
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Above and right: Heinz factory at Wigan. On the left above is the ramp by 
means of which raw materials are fed into the high-level production area. On 
the right is the administration block linked by a bridge to the production and 


warehouse bloc i; be yond, 
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Below: pressed steel factory at Swindon 


by Bertram Carter (see pages 58-59). 
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duct below v eill level, and contain elec 
gas, water, col aD air, vacuum, and sink w 
these services are cat &-ft. intervals. Demce intab 
the rooms, except for a permanent darkroom | 
the first floor, which are sealed off from the p 
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angles to the laboratory block, has permanent: pertions, beer 

the third-floor office space has been left open for the time being. 

Ventilation plant, lift machinery and tanks® are on the’ third and 

fone Hott a i ¢ eae 

is laid out in the angle formed by the ba two blocks — 
the ‘building. This provides a mirror of the building by day, and 

es night the building will be floodlit from underneath the water. 

Fountains in the pool are used to cool the refrigeration plant for the 

air-conditioning installation. The air-conditioning plant is designed © 

for conversion into a heat-pump in spring and autumn, and: extracts 

low-grade heat from the water in the pool. It. is believed to 

first heat-pump to be installed by a commercial organization 

country. A permanent travelling cradle track is hung. below | 

eaves of the building to facilitate the cleaning of glass and the 

lar washing of the aluminium windows and curtain” 

ponents. 

The structure is of in-situ reinforced concrete with 12 in. by 6 in. « 
thick external columns at 8 ft. centres, supporting hollow-pot S. if 
The office block floors have no beams projecting below the slab; and 
have internal columns of 15 in. by 9 in. on the ground floor, reducing 
to 12 in. by 6 in. above. The office block entrance canopy, 24 ft. by 
14 ft., is cantilevered from the first-floor slab. The laboratory. block 
has one line of internal columns at 20-ft. centres, with an 18-in. deep 
spine beam spanning between them. Upstand. beams occur only where 
the external column spacing is increased to 12 ft. Dummy columns 
are introduced between structural columns on the first and second 
floors to maintain the 4 ft. internal planning grid inside the labora- 
tories. The floors of the plant and machine rooms on the ground floor 
are totally independent of the main structure. The end walls of the 
laboratory block are 18-in. solid brickwork, and the north wall is 
pierced by a free-standing reinforced concrete stair. The office block 
and north stair have curtain walling on a #ft, grid with coloured 
glass panels below cills. The laboratory block upper-floor columns 
are faced in reconstructed Portland stone, with precast concrete slab 
panels between, faced with exposed Genoa marble aggregate. Double 
windows are provided to the laboratories. External windows are of 
aluminium and are permanently fixed. Inner windows are steel and 
only open for cleaning. Ground floor external walls to: the laboratory 
block are placed behind the columns and are of brick, rendered. 

Work began in April, 1955. Partner in charge: Alan Ballantyne. 
Quantity surveyors: H. J. Venning and Partners..Consulting ag 
eers: Ove Arup and Partners. Heating constiltant:: JC. _— 


FACTORY: WIGAN 


J. Douglass Mathews and Partners - 


For H. J. Heinz Company, to take the place of existing premises. 
near Wigan for the manufacture of canned and bottled foods. A” 
large proportion of the cans will also ve manufactured on the = 
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ue _— : “iat tle wll be baile oven da she eakadeah temmeemnimon, being 
: used for sports field and agriculture. The site falls gradually in an 
easterly direction and commands.a fine view over open country. The 
factory will accommodate a total day and night population of well 
over 2,000, and has a separate administra‘ion block, containing a large 
canteen and welfare departments. _ 

It consists of a raw materials store, planned on the upper level and 
approached by road ramps; feeding directly into an upper production 
area from which the prepared foods descend via the mezzanine 
(which houses manutacturing equipment) to a lower production floor, 
where it is canned, sterilized and packed before delivery into the 
warehouse, from which it is collected by road or rail transport. The 
space is planned to give maximum flexibility, allowing for almost 100 
per cent future change of layout in an industry where developments 
are rapid, but taking care that permanent obstacles, such as staircases, 
ventilating ducts, cool rooms, etc., are in positions where they will 
be least likely to interfere with future layouts. The administration 
block is planned so that-personnel can pass directly from ground- 
floor level by means of a bridge into the mezzanine floor of the main 
factory and, having circulated within the mezzanine floor to a stair- 
case near to their department, rise up, or descend, directly to it. 
Lavatories, rest rooms and certain factory offices are also on this floor. 

The construction of the main factory block, which is basically two- 
storeyed, is partly steel frame and partly reinforced concrete, the 
latter being used (with brick panel walls) for the warehouse and 
storage departments and the former being chosen for its adaptability 
in the production area where changes may be needed. 

Work began in October, 21955. E. D. Jefferiss Mathews, senior 
partner in the firm, is personally in charge of the project in collabora- 
tion with Skidmore, Owings and Merrill, of New York. Associated 
partner: Michael Ryan. 
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FACTORY: SWINDON 


— 


Bertram Carter 


For the Pressed Steel Company (manufacturers of motor-car bodies, 
refrigerators and railway wagons), consisting of a factory building 
650 ft. by 450 ft. (divided into three sections: a steel store, press and 
assembly shops and despatch platforms) and a number of separate 
ancillary buildings; namely, a boiler-house, a compressor-house, an 
oxy-acetylene plant house, an oil-tank farm, and a gatehouse (with 
watchman’s rooms and telephone exchange). At a later date an office 
block (with canteen to serve 600 people at one sitting), a medical 
centre block, a garage and fire-station and a service block are to be 
added, and ultimately four further factory blocks are planned, each 
with the same ancillary buildings. The site, at Stratton St. Margaret, 
comprises approximately 135 acres of open land. 

The factory building has a prefabricated reinforced concrete frame 
on a 25 ft. by 30 ft. grid for the assembly shop and a 60 ft. by 25 ft. 
grid for the press shop. The latter has a 60,000 sq. ft. basement, 12 ft. $ 
deep. The structure has been so designed that the installation of 
machinery and plant can begin as soon as foundations, columns and 
roofs are in place, leaving walling and windows to be finished off 
later. The external walls are of precast cladding units, 25 ft. by 
3 ft. 6 in., reinforced to act as self-supporting beams, spanning between 
columns without continuous footings. They are surfaced with fine and 
coarse aggregates in alternate panels, subdivided and arranged to 
produce a diaper pattern of varying scales on the four elevations. 
There is a clerestory, top and north lighting. The ancillary buildings 
are also prefabricated reinforced concrete structures, in some places 
employing the same external cladding units vertically as columns. 
Work on the site began in March, 1955. In the case of the factory 
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block only, the architect’s role has been limited to that of consultant . 
for the external treatment of a structure already decided upon, which 
was devised by Messrs. Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Assistant 
architects: Kenneth Brown, Eric Drew, Thomas Hamilton and Roger 
Hammond. Consulting engineer for the boiler-house: H. G. Cousins: 
Consulting engineer for the walls and beams of the oxy-acetylene 
plant house and the gatehouse: R. A. Sefton Jenkins. 





/FACTORY: WELWYN GARDEN CITY - 
Louis de Soissons, Peacock, Hodges and Robertson 


For the Manufacture of cigarettes by the Ardath Tobacco Company. 
The site Aas an average fall of 2 ft. from west to east and adjoins 
the Company’s existing building. A link between the new and old 
buildidgs is in a style in keeping with the new building, with the 
roadway continued through the link. The factory comprises 115,750: 

t. of floor area, of which 91,200 sq. ft. is production area and 

sq. ft. administration and service area. The production area 

is/on two floors, the first floor being of flat slab construction, and the 

gdministration and service area on three floors. It has been possible, 

fn view of the thigh storey-heights required for production, to accom- 

/modate both sections within the same total height, thus forming a 

/ constant eaves line. The ground-floor area of the three-storey section 

will be used for offices, the first-floor area for male and female factory 

employees’ cloakrooms and lavatories, and the third floor for a can- 
teen and kitchen and staff messes. 

The building is of reinforced concrete framed construction including 
northlight portal frames with external brick cladding. Purpose-made 
sand-lime bricks are used for the plinth courses with buff multi- 
coloured rustic facing bricks above. Cills and window surrounds are 
in reconstructed Portland stone. The panel areas over emergency 
doorways are rendered. The penthouse section of the three-storey 
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portion is formed by a series of aluminium portal frames, roofed 
with synthetic board covered with green mineral-surfaced- felt. 
The production area only has a plenum ventilation and -semi-air- 
conditioning system, and the whole of the building is protected by a 
full sprinkler installation. 

Work began in October, 1955. Quantity surveyor: Sydney A. Paine 
and Partners. Structural engineers: R. T. James and Partners. 
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FACTORY: ELLESMERE PORT, CHESHIRE 
Farmer and Dark 


One of two major development schemes for the Bowater Paper 
Corporation at the Corporation’s Thames and Mersey Mills. The 
buildings are mainly industrial buildings for the manufacture of 
paper and associated products, together with administrative and 
laboratory blocks. The site is on flat land adjacent to the existing 
Mersey Mill, which is situated on the Manchester Ship Canal. The 


170 ft. GROUND FLOOR. 
| factory ‘Weluyr, fe 











Seu, Which tx the sks ta thd 7 iacaiiieen dest lined with 
insulation board. A plinth round the building is of precast concrete 
slabs, The south wall had to be constructed of brickwork with large 
metal windows, since it was required to match an adjoining building. 
& factory roof is an aluminium deck. 
__™ (8) An office and welfare block adjoining the new machine house, 
and incorporating the new main mill entrance, clocking-in arrange- 
ments, etc.; the offices are also linked to the operating floor of the 
_ mill by a bridge. The accommodation consists of a four-storey office 
block, a two-storey laboratory block and, at ground-floor level, lava- 
tories and other welfare accommodation: There is also a covered 
cycle park and car port. The construction is light steel frame on a 
40-in. module, using box stanchions and lattice beams with precast 
concrete floors. The external curtain wall has stainless steel cover 
strips, and the spandrils below cill level have stove-enamelied 
asbestos insulating panels behind the glass face. The cycle park 
structure consists of tubular steel space frames covering an area of 
100 ft. by 130 ft. supported only at six points on I}in. diameter 
steel pins. 

Partner in charge: J. T. Pinion. 
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Layout and landscaping plan fer Nottingham University, by G. A. Jellicoe and Partners (see pages 67-68). 
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Harrow college of further education. The eight-storey teaching block in the 
centre and the single-storey workshop block (top left, above) are the main 
portions already under construction. 
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COLLEGE OF FURTHER EDUCATION: HARROW 
C. G. Stillman (Middlesex County Architect) 


To replace the existing Harrow Technical College and School of 
Art, which is too small and unsuitable for extension. The site, of 26 
acres at the north-west corner of Northwick Park, just outside the 
Borough of Harrow, is bounded on the north by main line and. 
Metropolitan railways and slopes gradually southwards to the site 
of the proposed new Charing Cross Hospital. On’ the east is public 
open space. To the north and west are trees screening the site from 
the railway. The College has been planned for over 2,300 students and 
will provide full- and part-time day and evening classes in engineer- 
ing, pure and applied science, photography and cinematography, com- 
merce, domestic subjects and crafts; also an art department. Eventu- 
ally physical training facilities will also be available. The current 











building contract provides the aig. can the main eight-storey 
teaching block and the canteen, a little over half of the ultimate 
accommodation. A second multi-storey block, the assembly-hall block 
and gymnasia will follow at some future date. 

The single-storey workshop block (to the north) is of reinforced 
concrete north-light barrel-vault construction with reinforced concrete 
framed ancillaries. The rest of the college is also of in-situ reinforced 
concrete ‘egg-crate’ frame construction. Cladding of the frame is 
mainly brick but much of the fenestration is by glazing direct into 
precast concrete frames, opening or vent lights only being in steel 
or wood. Vertical and horizontal ducts provide accessible service ways 
via which the laboratories, workshops and specialist rooms can be fed, 
or waste and fumes disposed of. In addition to normal central heating 
and water supplies, there are special services of distilled water, steam, 
gas, compressed air, vacuum and electricity in several voltages, AC 
and DC. There are also ventilation, fume extract and exhaust systems 
for plant, equipment and appliances. 

Coat recesses are provided in each teaching room, in the spaces 
available between the vertical ducts in corridor walls. To facilitate 
servicing and possible later adaptation of services, all laboratory floors 
are hollow and removable in panels and all laboratory fitments easily 
moved on castors, revealing the elaborate service rails for mainten- 
ance. The chemical drainage system is totally enclosed, using a com- 
bination of polythene, pyrex glass and chemical stoneware pipe-lines 
which make open channels, waste receivers, etc., obsolete. Dilution 
of effluent to a degree acceptable for discharge into sewers is by 
automatic flushing of one external chamber for the whole system. 
To avoid the complication caused by radiators under windows, which 
would be rendered inaccessible by the numerous service runs, central 
heating in laboratories and workshops is by forced-air convector units 
placed in corridor walls and by high-level unit heaters and/or 
radiant panels. Artificial lighting is mainly fluorescent. 

Building started in April, 1954. The county architect was assisted 
by G. F. Holden (group architect for further education), A. Hewanicki 


and J. S. Cousins. 


TECHNICAL COLLEGE: REDCAR, YORKS 
Gollins, Melvin, Ward and Partners 


To be built in three stages. The first comprises the majority of the 
departments of building science and engineering, the second com- 
prises the balance of these departments and all the commercial 
departments, where students will be trained in typewriting, book- 
keeping and kindred trades for the growing industries of Tees-side. 
The third stage comprises the department of catering and women’s 
work. The site is near the centre of Redcar (North Riding), in a 
mainly residential area. It was essential for each stage to be com- 
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tomer es pear ocak plete in itself and to be built with the minimum interference to 
ory earlier portions. This has resulted in a plan consisting of separate 
blocks, with short links between. Laboratories and classrooms are 
planned in the three-storey wing and the workshops in a single-storey 
block to the rear. The entrance and the assembly halls form the link — 
between these two elements; the gymnasium overlooks the playing i 
fields. E 

The three-storey wing is steel framed with in-situ concrete floors 
and a lightweight timber roof. The workshop block is a single-storey 
steel structure with north lights. The curtain walling on the long 
window walls of the three-storey block consists cf plastic panels in 
an aluminium frame, the end walls of this block being brick faced. 
The one-storey portion will be of a similar character, with infilling 
walls and flank walls in brickwork. 

Construction began in June, 1955. 



















SECONDARY SCHOOL: OSWESTRY 
Richard Sheppard and Partners 










































A three-form entry secondary modern school for boys, to be built 
in two stages. The gently sloping site is enclosed on three sides by 

mature trees which are extremely varied in nature. The site, in 
Pool Road, is well within the boundaries of the small market town 
of Oswestry. The second stage chiefly con $0 assrooms, which 
will form the ground floor to the(three-storey block) and therefore 
will not greatly alter the composition ofthe scheme when they are 
added. 

Construction is of light steel stanchions and beams with load-bearing 
internal walls. The roofs, of five-degree pitch over the three-storey 
block and the main block, are of copper on wood-wool on timber 
joists. The remainder are flat: three-ply felt on wood-wool on timber 
joists. Facing materials on the three-storey block are facing-brick 
and glass panels backed with painted rendering. Fascias are slate. a 
Facing materials on the art and craft rooms are slate panels in metal 
frames beneath windows, and elsewhere are facing brickwork or 
glass. Fascias are softwood painted. ES 

Work began last month. The school was designed in collaboration 3 
with C. H. Simmons, County Architect of Salop. Architect in charge: 
Kenneth Strowlger. 


COLLEGE OF FURTHER EDUCATION:)HARLOW 4 
Frederick Gibberd | 


The site is at the south-west corner of the town centre, occupying 
an important position in the new town. The buildings will ter- 
minate the group of civic buildings overlooking the landscaped garden 
on the south, and will form an important focus from the radial roads 4 
approaching the town centre from the south-east and south-west. “ 
There are three main blocks: workshop (one floor), laboratories (three 
floors) and general-purpose Yseven floors), linked by a single-floor 
block containing administration, common services, etc. The workshop % 
block has an ‘L’ plan and, with the three-storey laboratory block 4 
and part of the administration block, forms an enclosed courtyard 8 
providing a space for servicing and for an outdoor workshop shut a 
out of the general views. The laboratory block is placed adjacent to BS 
the workshop block, in which position it helps to form the civic square. 
The administration block runs from east to west across the site, linking 
the various elements together, with its main entrance on the square. 
The hall is also on the square at the east end of the administration 
block, where it shares the main entrance hall. The kitchen and boiler- 

[continued on page 67 
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‘Secondary School: Oewestry. 
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Above: technical college at Redcar, Yorks. (architects: Gollins, Melvin 


, Ward and Partners), from the south-east. 


Right: secondary school at 
Oswestry, Salop. Top, gene- 
ral view; bottom, close-up 
showing three-storey class- 
room block. 
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College of further education in the town centre at Harlow new town (architect: 
Frederick Gibberd). The high block is for general teaching purposes; the three- 
storey block contains laboratories and the lower buildings workshops, offices, etc. 
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continued from page 64) 

house are at the end of the administration block adjacent to the 
service road and court. The dining block extends to the south and 
beyond it, still further to the south, are the students’ common rooms 
and the gymnasium. This extension helps to give a sense of enclosure 
to the landscaped garden. The college has been designed to be built 
in stages (see site plans), which have been planned so that the first 
stage will give the appearance of a completed scheme. 

The buildings are frame structures with infilling walls of brick, 
stone slab, or glass. The frame is reinforced concrete except in the 
case of the one-storey administration block, which has a timber frame. 
Floors and roofs are of precast reinforced concrete. 

Work will begin on the site early this year. The college was 
designed in collaboration with Harold Conolly, Essex County Archi- 
tect, Associate architect: J. B. Forrest. Quantity surveyor: Oswald 
Parratt. Structural engineer: F. J. Samuely. Services engineers: 
Roger Preston and Partners. 


UNIVERSITY LAYOUT: NOTTINGHAM 
G. A. Jellicoe and Partners 


A plan for co-ordinating existing and future buildings of the 
University to form a coherent landscaped whole, based on the plan 
prepared by Sir Percy Thomas in 1948. The present University site 
has an area of 258 acres. This plan assumes the acquisition of adjoining 
land to bring it to 436 acres. To the north lie the 700 acres of per- 
manent parkland of Wollaton Hall, now a city museum. The general 
land formation gives the impression of a peninsula of high land 
extending into the level lowlands of the Trent Valley from the 
undulating and well-treed plateau that partly forms Wollaton Park. 
Part of the site is upon coal measures, and because of subsidence any 
building programme must be related to the programme of mining. 
It is peculiarly rich in trees planted over a period of 200 years and 
more. The Vice-Chancellor’s residence, Highfields, was built in 1760, 
and created at that time the essentially English park of tall trees, 
grassland and water, the identity of which survives. The main build- 
ings date from 1928 onwards, but much building for expediency took 
place during and immediately after the war. The plan requires the 
removal of such temporary buildings ; also of the present engineering 
buildings. 


i * | . : In this plan\the University is entered by seven gates; three to the 
me s south, two to the north, and one each to the east and west. The 
oh axial gate from the south is for walkers only, who will cross the 


bridges and ascend the hill by a landscape stairway. It is, for the 

a first time in a university, an ‘open’ plan based on access by car, 

teatre motor-cycle or bicycle, but roads and car parks so far as possible 

have been segregated from the walks ; occasionally, to prevent speed, 

Porblava the roads have been given sharp turns. Car parks are rendered as 

Peeing inconspicuous as possible and where possible have been designed to 

5,4 muffle sound. Because of the disadvantages of an ‘ open’ plan in winter 

the buildings are grouped to give protection from_win d_ covered 
ways connect the Portland Building }to the (assembly hall. It is \ 

Suggested that use might be made of the heating service ducts simi- 

larly to connect the buildings of the science area. In order to retain 

the precinctual character of the central group, and at the same time 

not to interfere with cross-circulation of cars, the road cutting the 

space from east to west has been sunk and is crossed by three foot- 

bridges. 

The shape of the peninsula, upon which already stand the main 
university buildings, has been recognized and emphasized. The central 
buildings group round the west and north escarpment of the peninsula. 
Enclosed within are gardens and groves of trees. The isthmus of land 
to the north carries the men’s halls to the perimeter of the site. The 
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science departments, whose future size is unpredictable, lie on the 
level land east of the hill. The existing Trent Building by virtue of 


- its size, position and historic character, has been adapted as a central 


teaching library of one million volumes, the character of the great 
hall and the existing library being retained. The domestic icentity 
of the Vice-Chancellor’s residence, and of the Faculty Club, has 
continued to be recognized and retained, in order to emphasize the 
human scale in a group of buildings that is essentially monumental. 
The administration building is placed for ease of access from all parts, 
and forms a single unit with adjoining buildings of the Humanities, 
grouped along a sequence of garden courts. Here also are the Insti- 
tute of Education and the Department of Education. The gardens are 
closed on the north by buildings of general use, and by the copper- 
domed assembly hall. West of the Humanities buildings the ground 
falls, and extensions are woven round the existing house, once the 
home of Lord Trent. The men’s halls are grouped round the perimeter 
east of the Wollaton Park entrance ; the women’s halls are along the 
west boundary. It is proposed that the public buildings east of the 
lake be incorporated in the university precinct and redesigned as a 
sports centre. It has not beer considered desirable or possible to 
include an arboretum within the existing site. The general over-all 
landscape character is that of an English park, and there is insufficient 
space available for a special reserve for specimen trees. Nevertheless, 
there is scope for special. trees interspersed throughout the site, 
especially in the centre gardens, as an enrichment to the botanical 
and faculty gardens. No medical school has been shown on the plans. 
This would require from forty to seventy acres of land and would 
occupy the north-west corner in place of two residential colleges. In 
view of the construction of the new bridge across the Trent, the 
north-east corner of the site has been allocated to an hotel. Above 
it would be residential flats for married research students or staff. 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL: BEIGHTON, DERBYSHIRE 
Architects’ Co-Partnership 


The Birley School is a three-form entry secondary grammar school 
for boys and girls, with halls designed for use by outside organiza- 
tions. The site is open and exposed to the prevailing winds and falls 
steeply from west to east. There is a fine view southwards across the 
slope and eastwards from the upper part of the site over the top 
of a housing estate. There are three new schools immediately adjacent 
to the north boundary of the adjoining site and this school has been 
placed so that the four schools will to some extent form a ‘campus’. 
Blocks of buildings have been kept simple in form, with no changes of 
roof level within each block. Changes of floor level have been arranged 
by using the fall on the site. The entrance, administration, library, 
and sixth-form accommodation is in one(two-storey block)which links 
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To-day’s Architecture demands materials which are up-to-date: 
to-morrow’s architectural enterprises will call for materials which meet the 
requirements of new techniques. The remarkable range of products 

offered by this Company has already shown Asbestos Cement 


to be one of the most adaptable and practical of materials. 






We look forward to developing its many advantages in the 







building of the future. 


universal asbestos 





THE UNIVERSAL ASBESTOS MANUFACTURING COMPANY LIMITED 
WAT FOR D . HERTFORDSHIRE 
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Plan /for linoleum for good looks and long life 


Don’t think of linoleum only in terms of 

standard designs—vast as that choice is! An 

interior decorator has at his command a range of 
patterns offering him an unlimited palette to express his 
ideas. This floor, for example, on the S.S. Arcadia 

of the P. & O. Line is made up from a combination of 


patterns planned to express a pleasing decor. Quiet ; 
3 Linoleum installation by Semtex Ltd. (a Dunlop company) 


to the tread, easy to clean, linoleum is unsurpassed 
for its beauty. The right grade, correctly laid, 
may well outlive the life of the ship. 


FOR LONGEST WEAR EVERYWHERE 


LINOLEUM 


London, S.W.|. 


—_—s “THELMA” stands for The Linoleum Manufacturers’ Association, 127 Victoria Street, 
For further information write to the Association or to any of the following members: — 
BARRY OSTLERE & SHEPHERD LTD., KIRKCALDY * DUNDEE LINOLEUM CO. LTD., DUNDEE* LINOLEUM MANUFACTURING CO. I TD., 

6 OLD BAIL EY, LONDON, E.C.4 * MICHAEL NAIRN & CO. LTD., KIRKCALDY * NORTH BRITISH LINOLEUM CO, LTD., DUNDEE 

WILLIAMSON & SON LTD., LANCASTER 


SCOTTISH CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE SOCIETY LTD., FALKLAND, FIFE JAS. 


xxviii 
































LARTATADRERS cS 


at ground- and first-floor level with the ground and first floors of the - 
three-storey block containing the bulk of the formal teaching, together 
with some practical rooms on its ground floor. The assembly-hall 
block, which also contains the gymnasium, changing-rooms, kitchen, 
wood and metalwork rooms, and some formal teaching rooms, is linked 
to the mezzanine level of the administration block. The science block is 
planned round a courtyard, used for. biology,.and is linked to the 
assembly-hall block. The small hall is designed to contain a fully- 
equipped stage, has a stepped floor, and will be used as an:intimate © 
theatre. Its back wall is formed of a sliding folding partition opening 
on to the platform of the large hall to allow for larger audiences on 
certain occasions. The library is planned as a double-height room 
with views down into it from the upper level. 

The building has a light steel frame planned on a 3 ft. 4 in. module, 
with ‘precast concrete slab floor and roof units, Internal partitions 
are of preformed gypsum plaster honeycombed panels. External clad- 
ding is glass curtain walling with some panels of brickwork. Opening 
windows are mostly top-hung hoppers. 

Building will start in March. The school has been designed in 
collaboration with F. Hamer Crossley, Derbyshire County Architect. 


SECONDARY SCHOOL: SOWERBY BRIDGE, YORKS 
James Cubitt and Partners 


A four-form entry mixed secondary school for 600 pupils. Sowerby 
Bridge is near Halifax. The site is steeply sloping and is subdivided 
by dry stone walls with trees planted alongside them. The plan has 
been determined by the desire to take full advantage of the views 
to the south across a valley as well as to make economical use of the 
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Contours. The main teaching areas occupy four floors, with specialist 
classrooms on the north side and general classrooms on the south. 

The gymnasium and workshop blocks are constructed with re- 
inforced concrete frames. The main classroom block has a steel frame 
rising from reinforced concrete columns at ground level and pre- 
stressed concrete floors. , 

Work is due to start in March. It has been designed in collaboration 
with Hubert Bennett, county architect of the West Riding of York- 
shire, 


SECONDARY SCHOOL: SWINTON, YORKS 
Robert H. Matthew 


A three-form entry secondary modern school for 500 boys and 
girls. The site slopes from north to south. A housing scheme bounds 
the west side, and playing fields are to be laid out to the south and 
north. Unworked coal seams lie at various depths below the site. The 
plan was determined chiefly by three factors: the limited access— 
the approach) is through the housing scheme, but this is conveniently 
n est part of the site—the likelihood of future mining sub- 
sidence, which required relatively small units in light construction 
and precluded two-storey planning apart from two small areas, and 
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a rather bleak outlook, which made an ‘inward-looking’ school 

desirable. The approach road leads into an entrance court bounded 

— ee , on three sides by the handicrafts block) the small hall-dining block 
handucnege J, and the main entrance and administration block. The remainder 
x Se bene of the school is planned round two partially-enclosed courts—one to 
= . the west contained by the small hall-dining block, the assembly hall, 
the gymnasium and the library, and one to the east by the two-storey 
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| classroom block, *the main cloakrooms and the housecraft block. A 
smaller court is formed on the east side of the housecraft block by the 
two-storey art and science block and the garden potting sheds and tool 

om The general teaching rooms and the art and science rooms are 

jean be in the only two-storey blocks. The small hall-dining room 


¢ can be converted by means of sliding-folding partitions into two 
if | teaching rooms. 
Zo be “oe /#e aa 


fe. F f | Mining subsidence is expected to be regular, and eventually the 
CROUND FLOCGR | whole site will be lowered by an equal amount. The differential 
os : , | settlement will be kept to within reasonable limits by the sub-division 
FECA, Sthwel | Sewintor , forks. 5 of the buildings into independent units not more than 60 ft. long, and 
by reinforcing the foundation raft slabs with two layers of welded 
steel mesh. Where the independent structures are connected there are 
6-in. gaps between the rafts and 9-in. movement joints in the walls 
and roofs, these being bridged with pliable aluminium strips. The 
foundations are reinforced concrete rafts bedded on sand. The 
structural frame is mainly of rolled steel sections with roofs of trusses 
and lattice girders, but there are some load-bearing brick walls. The 
external walls are 1l-in. cavity brickwork with rough natural stone 
walls below ground-floor leve]. There are some infilling panels of 
vertical African mahogany boarding on softwood framing. 
Construction began in May, 1955. The school was designed in 
collaboration with Hubert Bennett, County Architect for the West 
Riding of Yorkshire. Assistant architects: T. R. Spaven and Margaret 
M. Little. Quantity surveyors: David Reid and Gibson. Structural 
engineering consultant: T. H. Haddow. Heating consultants: Donald 
Smith, Seymour and Rooley. ‘ 
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Baching Lbi&vc aod 
COLLEGE OF FURTHER EDUCATION: BROMSGROVE 
Yorke, Rosenberg and Mardall 











Consisting of four separate but related buildings, a teaching block, 
workshop block, communal block (comprising hall, dining-room, 
kitchens, library, lecture-room, etc.) and a boiler-house. Two gymnasia 
and a wing containing administrative offices are to be added to the 
communal block at a later date. The (teaching block contains labora- 
tories and drawing-offices as well as classrooms. The workshop block 
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accommodates the engineering and building departments. The two- 
storey boiler-house serves both the college and a nearby high school. 

The teaching block jis constructed with precast reinforced concrete 
columns with double external walls consisting of 44-in. brickwork 
and an inner skin of concrete blocks. Windows are timber vertical 
sliding sashes. The workshop block has a steel frame, with boxed 
columns formed of two welded channels, and a roof of lattice trusses 
with metal roof-decking. All steelwork is exposed and treated with a 
zine spray process and painted. External walls are 11-in. cavity brick- 
work ; and internal walls 9 in. brick. Most of the services are in the 
ceilings. Lighting is through metal louvres beneath the trusses, with 
roof-lights and fluorescent lights above. The communal block has an 
in-situ reinforced concrete frame, with steelwork (similar to that in 
the workshop block) for the section containing the main hall. 

Work on the first stage is expected to begin in April this year. 


COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL: DULWICH 
London County Council 


Alleyn’s County Complement, at Red Post Hill, Dulwich, is a school 
for 1,470 boys, to be organised as a complement to Alleyn’s School. 
It is on an internal site of 54 acres, bounded on the west by houses, 
on the north mainly by church property, on the south by the James 
Allen Girls’ School and on the east by a broad stretch of playing 
fields. It has been planned in five blocks, separated by courts of 
differing character, in order to give visual variety and to break down 
the volume of the total building and reduce the scale. The teaching 

block) contains classrooms, practical rooms, laboratories and library ; 
also the boiler-house at low level. The assembly hall has its main 
stage in a central position with movable screens to allow flexible use. 
The house block contains six house-rooms each of approximately 
1,000 sq. ft. to be used for assembly, for dining (with service from 
the central kitchen on the ground and the servery at first-floor levels) 
and for teaching (since each house-room can be divided into two 
classrooms by a sliding/folding screen). All cloaks and lockers are 
in this block together with a room for each housemaster. 

The teaching block, gymnasia and assembly hall are in steel frame. 
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The house and workshop blocks are in reinforced concrete. Floors are 
of precast concrete beams at 2-ft. centres supporting wood-wool slabs 
and 2-in. structural screed on top and an acoustically absorbent 
building-board below. External cladding is in part curtain wall, and 
in part windows with panels of timber, brick, and precast concrete 
slabs. 

Work is due to start in March this year. 


SECONDARY SCHOOL: LEWISHAM 
Archard and Hardy 


A two-form entry ‘special-agreement Roman Catholic secondary 
modern school, to be built jointly by the LCC and the Southwark 
R.C. Diocesan Schools Commission. The site is in a residential area 
off the Bromley Road, bounded on the east and south by a belt of 
trees forming part of Woodland Walk, Downham. The plan provides 
thirteen teaching spaces and ten form bases, with a total teaching 
area of 14,500 sq. ft., with assembly hall, gymnasium, science labora- 
tory, arts and crafts and housecraft rooms and workshop. The class- 
rooms occupy a four-sto block, served by two staircases, with 
circulation on alternate fioors. Noise sources, such as gymnasium, 
workshop and laboratory, are isolated as much as possible. The stage 
and dining area are also used as circulation and gymnasium and 
dressing rooms. 

The frame is in-situ reinforced concrete with isolated pier and beam 
foundations. The frame is exposed at the returns only ; the flanking 
walls are in glass curtain walling, but the floors are carried through 
and exposed on the face. Columns are placed behind the curtain 
walling. Solid end panels are in facing bricks with an inner leaf of 
breeze concrete. Where exposed externally the frame is faced with 
white artificial stone. Facings are heather-coloured sand-lime bricks. 
Solid panels to windows are in green-faced asbestos cement panels. , 
The chimney flue is free-standing and consists of egg-shaped concrete / 
sewer-pipe used as permanent shuttering. Heating is by forced draught 
convector cabinets, from an oil-fired boiler system. 

Work is expected to begin early this year. Chief assistant architect 
C. A. B, Gowers. 




















SOME BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES on the architects represented in this issue 


A. Hodson Archard: trained at the Bartlett 
School; began practice, 1930 (churches, schools, 
housing, etc.); war service, Royal Engineers; after 
Northern Poly- 
echnic, London; resumed private practice, 1946; 
artnership Ronald Hardy 1949. 
2onald Hardy: trained Liverpool under Reilly and 
Sudden (B.Arch. with First Class honours); war 
Royal 


irma and Hongkong; 


the war, became lecturer at 


with since 


rvice, Engineers in Far East, India, 
mentioned in despatches 
r work on American Air Field construction in 
sam; MBE for work in rehabilitation in Hong 
ng after Japanese occupation. 

‘chitects’ Co-Partnership: formed 1939, con- 
ting of eleven members all of whom trained 


gether at AA school; 


ter war by eight of the 


re-formed immediately 
original group, seven of 
10m make up present firm: Kenneth Capon, 39; 
ter Cocke, 37; Michael Cooke-Yarborough, 39; 
nthony Cox, 39; Michael Grice, 37; 

Michael 


Leo de Syllas, 


Powers, 39. Designed Brynmawr 


ibber factory; several private houses; parts of 


51 South Bank exhibition; primary schools for 
yventry and Herts; secondary schools for Derby- 


ire, Yorks and Herts. 


ric Bedford: chief architect, Ministry of Works 
ince 1951; Grissell Gold Medallist, 1934; appointed 
VO 1953 for work on official Coronation decora- 
on and Westminster Abbey annexe; member of 
<IBA Council. 


Ronald Bradbury: born 1908; trained Manchester 
York; Athens 


University 


nd Columbia 
1939; 


Architecture and 


University, New 


Bursar, Lecturer, Durham 


School of private practice in 
North-East until war. Director of Housing, Glas- 
ow, 1945-48; 


Housing, Liverpool, since 1948; member, RIBA 


City Architect and Director of 


Council. 


Sir John Burnet, Tait and Partners. Gordon Tait, 
now senior partner, is son of the late T. S. Tait. 
Axten, E. A. 
Spencer Willmott. The firm has 


office 


Other partners are T. Kennedy 
Blade and C. 
factories, buildings, 


lesigned hospitals, 


shops and stores, ete.; also the Station Gate 
the 1951 South Bank exhibition (and converted 
it afterwards into the present British European 


\irways terminus). 


Bertram Carter: born 1896; trained Royal College 
of Art and as pupil of Lutyens; works include 
hospitals, factories, shops, flats, etc.; hon. treasurer 
f MARS Group since 1944. 

Peter Chamberlin: born 1919; trained Kingston 
School of Art. Geoffrey Powell: born 1920; trained 
\A. Christopher Bon: born 1921; trained Zurich 
ind Milan. Partnership, formed 1952, has built 
Shoe Co. New Bond 


Lane housing scheme, City of 


London shop in Street; 


rolden London 
see 1954 and this Preview issues); schools; ware- 


house at Witham, Essex (see next month’s AR). 


Harold Conolly: born 1901; trained Leeds; deputy 
city architect, Bradford, 1937-39; city architect, 


Bradford, 1939-42; deputy county architect, 








Essex, 1942-45; county architect, Essex, since 1945. 


James Cubitt: born 1914 in Melbourne, Australia; 
trained AA; war service in Royal Engineers in 
West Africa, India and Burma; studio instructor, 
1946-48, at Kingston School of Art; since 1949, 
senior partner, James Cubitt & Partners; since 


1951, senior partner, James Cubitt, Scott & 
Partners, Gold Coast. Stefan Buzas: born 1915 in 
Polytechnic and AA 


1944-49, Kingston School of 


Hungary; trained Vienna, 
School; instructor, 
Art; became partner in James Cubitt & Partners, 
1949. Fello Atkinson: born 1919; Sir Walter 
Lawrence Scholarship to AA School, 1936; com 
pleted training at AA and School of Planning 
Royal Navy 1940-46; 
worked on East Kilbride New 1947-48; 


taught at AA School, 1948-54; Fulbright exchange 


after serving in from 


Town, 


lecturer at Harvard University, 1950-51. 


Frankland Dark: born 1903; trained RA School; 
associated with F. Q. Farmer since 1931 (partner- 
ship since 1934; Farmer retired 1952). The firm 
has built power stations, industrial buildings, 
factories, schools, houses and showrooms, includ- 
ing a quantity of work in Kuwait and elsewhere 


in the Middle East. 


Enrico De Pierro and Henry Elder: partnership 
established 1952 to carry out design for technical 
Poole, 


college at Dorset, after competition had 


been won by De Pierro in 1951; general practice 
with special interest in schools and theatres; both 
partners also teach. De Pierro was trained at 
MacGill and Michigan Elder at 


Manchester University. 


Universities; 


Louis de Soissons: born Montreal, Canada, 1890. 
Articled to J. H. Eastwood; trained RA Schools 
and Ecole des Beaux Arts, Paris; Tite prizeman, 
1912; Henry Jarvis student, 1913; architect for 
Italy, Imperial War Graves Commission; member, 
toyal Fine Art Commission since 1949; architect- 
planner, Welwyn Garden City; architect of 
George VI memorial. Partners: Peacock, Hodges 
and Robertson; works include industrial and social 
service buildings, shops, theatres, housing, war 


memorials, ete. 


John Murray Easton: born 1889; trained Scotland 
and London; Godwin bursar 1927; president AA, 
1939-40; member of RIBA Council since 1951; 
Royal Gold Medallist, 1955. Sir Howard Robertson: 
born 1888; trained AA, London University and 
Paris; principal of AA throughout 1920’s; Royal 
Gold Medallist, 1949; past RIBA; 
member Royal Fine Art Partner 


ship established 1919 (at first with late Stanley 


president 


Commission. 


Hall), has built Royal Horticulturai Society Hall, 
Gt. Ormond Street Children’s hospital, Govern 
pavilions, Hatfield Technical 


ment exhibition 


College, etc.; also interiors of liners; architects 
of new Shell office building, South Bank, and of 


Bank of England printing works, Debden, Essex. 


A. G. Sheppard Fidler: born 1909; city architect, 
Birmingham; trained Liverpool (under Professor 
Reilly) and at the School of Civic Design under 


Professor Abercrombie; Victory Scholar, 1933; 








Rome Scholar, 1933; formerly chief architect, 
Barclays Bank; chief architect, Crawley new town, 


1947-52; member RIBA Council since 1953. 


Frederick Gibberd: born 1908; studied Birmingham; 
past Principal AA School; member RIBA Council 
1952 1950-51); member, 
Royal Fine Art Commission; works include Pul- 


since (vice-president, 
man Court, Streatham, Hackney Housing, London 
Airport terminal buildings (see 1954 Preview issue 
1955, AR); market- 
neighbourhood, 


and July and November, 


place at Lansbury offices on 


Albert Embankment now under construction (see 
1955 


Preview issue), ete.; architect-planner of 


Harlow new town; author of The Architecture of 


England and Town Design. 


Erno Goldfinger: born 1902 in Budapest; trained 
Switzerland and France (Auguste Perret’s atelier); 
came to England, 1934; has designed shops, 
houses (including row of three in Willow Road, 
Hampstead, one of which he occupies), schools, 
offices, etc.; 
Plan 


Furniture 


author of Penguins County of London 
(with E. J. British 
English correspondent for 


Explained Carter), 
Today; 


L’ Architecture d’ Aujourd’ hui. 


Frank Gollins: born 1910; trained Birmingham; in 
before the war with R. A. Smeeton. 
James Melvin: born 1912; trained AA; worked in 
Paris and Vienna and was in partnership with 


Edmund Ward: 1912; 


practice 


Lionel Smith. born 


previously a partner with Sir John Brown & 


Partners. Present firm formed after the war; 
built own offices, Manchester Square; Sheffield 
technical college now under construction (see 1954 
Preview issue); schools in Glamorgan, etc. 

W. Stanley Hattrell: took over father’s practice in 
Coventry in 1925. Duncan Kay: articled to a Bir- 
mingham firm, and part-time student at Bir- 
mingham School; worked in London with Brian 
Poulter before joining W. 8S. Hattrell in 1935, 
becoming a partner in 1937. Norman R. Branson: 
articled to a Birmingham firm; became partner 
in present firm in 1948; specializes in stage design 
and sculpture and was chiefly responsible for 
design of theatre illustrated in this issue. Savile 
joined W. S. 


1946; partner since 1948. 


Greenwood: trained Liverpool; 


Hattrell, 


Leonard C. Howitt: city architect, Manchester, 
since 1945; trained Liverpool; managing assistant 








to Herbert J. Rowse, Liverpool, until 1934; chief 
architectural assistant to Lancelot H. Keay, 
Liverpool Director of Housing, 1934-37; deputy 
city architect, Manchester, 1937; president, City 
and Borough Architects’ Society; president, Man- 
chester Society of Architects; member, RIBA 
Council since 1947 and chairman of Salaried and 


Official Architects’ Committee. 


Geoffrey Jellicoe: born 1900; trained AA; in part- 
nership with J. C. Shepherd until 1930, engaged 
on gardens and domestic work; afterwards in 
independent practice; work included Calverton 
Colliery buildings, in collaboration with Miners’ 
Welfare Commission; Principal, AA School, 1939- 
41; consultant, Ministry of Works, 1942; work 
town plans for 


includes landscape and 


Wolverton (Bucks), Guildford and Wellington 
(Shropshire); appointed designer for new town of 
Hemel Hempstead, 1947; consulting architect to 
Government of Northern Rhodesia, 1947 (and 
hotel there); past-president, 


designed Lusaka 


International Federation of Landscape Architects. 


W. A. Ledgard: joined the firm of Kitson, Parish, 
Ledgard and Pyman in 1908 as articled pupil (the 
two principals were then Sydney Kitson, con- 
sidered to be the father of the firm, who died 
just before the war, and James Parish, who 
joined in 1902, became a partner in 1914 and died 
in 1933). After war service, W. A. Ledgard became 
a partner; is a General Commissioner of Inland 
Revenue. Noel Pyman: joined office, 1922; became 
a partner, 1929; in sole charge during the 
last war, at the same time serving with the Royal 
Observer Corps. William Henry King: 


Leeds; joined the office in 1928; partner, 1936; 


trained 


specializes in hospital design; during the war was 
with the Ministry of Aircraft Production. Norman 
H. Fowler: joined the office in 1927; partner, 1936; 





war service with Royal Artillery, returning to 
architecture in 1946 since when he has worked 
on a number of schools, a power station and 
buildings for War Department; acts as external 


examiner to Leeds School of Architecture. 


R. A. H. Livett: went to Leeds in 1934 as housing 
director in charge of all work—including housing 


management for newly formed housing com- 
mittee; appointed city architect when separate 
architect's department was formed in 1945; Sussex 
man—served in Royal Sussex Regiment in 1914-18 
war, then went to AA, under Robert Atkinson; 
on qualifying, worked under Paul Waterhouse 
until his death, then for short period with Michael 


Waterhouse; has been chief assistant architect at 








Nottingham and deputy housing director at 
Manchester; responsible, among other work at 


Leeds, for Quarry Hill flats. 


Eric Lyons: born 1912; articled to London archi- 
tect; supplemented this by training at Regent 
Street 


offices, including that of Gropius and Fry; set up 


Polytechnic; worked in various London 


in partnership with Geoffrey Townsend in 1938, 





which was abandoned in 1939 and resumed after 
the war; partnership dissolved, 1954. 

Frederick MacManus: born Dublin, where his 
interest in architecture was kindled by Vincent 
Kelly; trained Dublin School of Art, later at the 
AA; has worked with Beckett and Harrington, 
Dublin; Clough Williams-Ellis and W. L. Stoddard 
and Associates, New York; during war years 
worked at MOW as secretary of ‘Inter-Depart- 
mental Committee on Building Materials Stan- 
dardization’ and technical officer to ‘Standards 
Committee’; later as advisory architect to EJMA 
on standardization of joinery; afterwards joined 


in partnership with Edward Armstrong, who 











has since retired; principal work, housing in 
Battersea, Kensington, Chelsea (Cremorne Estate), 
etc. Photograph shows Armstrong, left, and 


MacManus, right. 


J. L. Martin: born 1908; architect, London County 
Council; trained Manchester (Soane medallist, 
1930); head of Hull School, 1934-39; deputy 
architect, LMS railway, 1939-48; deputy architect, 
LCC, 1948 (chiefly responsible for Royal Festival 
Hall); member RIBA Council since 1953; author 
(with wife Sadie Speight), The Flat Book, 1937. 
Appointed 1955 first Professor of Architecture at 
Cambridge University, which post he takes up 
in October 1956. 


E. D. Jefferiss Mathews: born 1907; trained as a 
surveyor; subsequently took outside RIBA final 
and joined family firm of architects established 


by great-grandfather in 1830’s; war service with 


Royal Engineers, ending as Assistant Director of 


Works, Persia and Iraq; present practice (with 
two partners, Oswald D. Pearce and A. G. Nisbet) 
specializes in hospital and industrial work; vice 
president RIBA since 1953; chairman ARCUK, 
1951-53. 


Robert H. Matthew: born 1906; trained Edinburgh; 


Pugin Student, 1929; Soane medallist, 1932; 
Arthur Cates prizeman, 1932; Bossom Gold 
Medallist, 1936; member RIBA Council since 


1950; architect and town-planning officer, LCC, 
1946-52; previously chief architect and planning 
officer to Department of Health for Scotland; now 
Professor of Architecture, Edinburgh University; 
recent work includes Turnhouse Airport, Edin 
burgh (see 1955 Preview issue); appointed architect 
for New Zealand Hcuse, to be constructed on 
Carlton Hotel (Haymarket) site, London. 


Elie Mayorcas: born 1908, London, of Spanish 
extraction; trained AA (Distinction in Thesis); 
Henry RIBA Silver 
Medallist, 1932; worked with Verner O. Rees, 
Joseph Emberton and late Robert Atkinson; war 
Royal 


after its 


Florence Student and 


Engineers from 


fall); 


on schools and industrial welfare projects. 


service with (escaped 


Singapore engaged principally 


Edward D. Mills: born 1915; studied architecture 
at Regent Street Polytechnic School of Archi- 





tecture; private practice since 1937; author of 


The Modern Factory, The New Architecture in 
Great Britain, and a book not yet published on 
modern church architecture; member of RIBA 
Council; member of RIBA Science Committee 
and Prizes and Studentships Committee; zone 
architect Festival of Britain 1951 South Bank 
[continued on page 76 
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exhibition; awarded RIBA Alfred Bossom 
Research Fellowship, 1953; principal works 
include factories, churches (Preview, 1955), 


schools, flats, office buildings, etc. 


Richard Sheppard: born 1911; trained AA; part- 
nership includes his wife (formerly Jean Shuffle- 
botham) and Geoffrey Robson; work includes 
schools in Herts, Essex, Worcs., etc., hostel at 
Wye College, Kent, shipping offices at Newcastle, 
housing at Harlow, etc.; member, RIBA Council; 
author of Prefabrication (1946), Building for the 
People (1948). 


Basil Spence: born 1907; trained London (pupil of 
Lutyens) and Edinburgh; Arthur Cates prizeman, 
1931; Pugin student, 1933; recent work includes 
schools, housing, many exhibitions (e.g., Sea and 
Ships building, South Bank, 1951); winner of 
Coventry Cathedral competition, 1951 (see 1954 
Preview issue); planning consultant to Edinburgh 


University; member, RIBA Council since 1952. 


C. G. Stillman: born 1894; 32 years’ service in local 
government; one of the first to experiment with 
prefabricated schools when county architect of 
West Sussex; county architect of Middlesex since 
1945; past vice-president RIBA. 


Alfred F. A. Trehearne: founded the firm on Ist 
January, 1900; in 1906 took into partnership C. 
S. Norman, who died in 1925 
1930 when joined by E. W. Preston and F. R. 
Jelley; the latter left in 1945; A. E. Lees joined 


in 1931 and died in 1955; F. P. C. Trehearne and 


5; sole partner until 





W. R. Preston joined in 1941; H. Mortimer 
joined in 1951; T. R. Preston and G. Gneditch in 
1955; all worked for the firm before becoming 
partners; pre-war work comprised offices, flats, 
banks, etc., including buildings in Kingsway; 
first new post-war building was St. Bridget’s 
House in the City; most recent to commence is new 
headquarters for UK Atomic Energy Authority 
Norton and 


(in conjunction with Leslie C. 


Partners) in Lower Regent Street. 


Noel Tweddell: trained Durham University and 
London; started private practice in 1936; after 
war service in the army joined the Housing 
Development Group of the Ministry of Works 
and was Assistant Director of Works for two years, 
working on prefabrication techniques, until he 
was appointed as the first chief architect of Har- 
low new town, under architect-planner Frederick 
Gibberd; since 1949 has been chief architect 


and planner of Basildon new town. 


Basil Ward: New Zealander, born 1902; trained 
under J. A. Louis Hay; Henry Jarvis student, 
1926; a founder member of the MARS Group; 
in partnership, 1929-39, with Connell and Lucas 
(modern houses); now with Ramsey, Murray & 
White; recent building is MRC Laboratory at 
Hammersmith; Professor of Architecture, Royal 
College of Art, 1946-53, then appointed first 
Lethaby Professor, RCA. 


Douglas Wood: senior partner in the firm of 
D. Wood; trained by the York 


Diocesan Surveyor; qualified in 


Douglas and J. 


1902; private 





practice, 1907-14, at New Malden; 1914-18 war 
service on Haig’s staff; Housing Commissioner for 
Midlands, 1919-22; Mayor of Westminster, 1944-45. 
J. D. Wood: eldest son of above; articled to C. H. 
James, studied at Northern Polytechnic; war 
service as RAF pilot, 1939-46. Michael Wood: 
prisoner of war, 1941-45 (RAF Bomber Command); 
began studying architecture in Stalag Luft 3 
(Wooden Horse); escaped three times for which 
he was awarded MBE in 1945; trained afterwards 
at Bartlett School; qualified, 1951, when he 


became partner in firm. 


Kenneth Wood: born 1921; qualified in engineering 
before training at Regent Street Polytechnic; 
worked with Farmer and Dark and other well- 


known architects; now in private practice. 


F. R. S. Yorke: born 1906; studied in Birmingham; 
author of The Modern House, The Modern House 
in England and (with Penelope Whiting) The 


New Small House, and editor of Specification; a 


founder member of the MARS Group; member of 


RIBA Council since 1951; in partnership with 
Mariel Breuer, 1936-38; one of the architects 
participating in the international housing exhibi- 
tion, Berlin, 1957; appointed, 1955, architect to 
Gatwick airport; Eugene Rosenberg: born 1907; 
studied Prague and Paris. C. §. Mardall: born 
1909; studied Northern Polytechnic and the AA. 
The three have been in partnership since 1946 
and among their principal buildings are: schools 
at Stevenage, Lansbury, Ruislip and many other 
flats, industrial buildings, 


places, hospitals, 


housing in Harlow new town, etc. 
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In character..... 


Here is an office which says at a glance 
‘top-level management”. Heal’s Contracts 
Ltd. furnished it, in collaboration with the 
Messrs. Adam, Holden and 
for one of the 
directors of the famous builders, John 
Laing. We specialise in co-operating with 
architects to produce this kind of result— 
furnishing and decoration schemes which, 
both in the conception of the design and 
the execution of the work, express the 


architects, 


Pearson, F/F.R.I.B.A., 


character of the client. 


If you would like to see more of Heal’s 
recent work for boardrooms and offices 
our illustrated booklet Furniture for Special 


Needs is available on request. 





HEAL’S CONTRACTS LTD 


196 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, LONDON, W.1. 
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Telephone: MUSeum 1666 
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For the occupation of 







THE UNITED KINGDOM ATOMIC ENERGY AUTHORITY 
j Charles II Street, S.W.1. 
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Joint Architects: Consulting Engineer: 


Messrs. Trehearne & Norman, Preston John Dewar, Esq. 
& Partners, and Leslie C. Norton, Esq. 


One of the many important new buildings now 





being erected in London 


TROLLOPE & COLLS 


Established 1778 














CONTRACTORS etc 





Power Station at Elland. Architects: Messrs. 
Kitson, Parish, Ledgard & Pyman. General con- 
tractors: Holland, Hannen & Cubitts Ltd. Sub- 
contractors: Foundation work: Yorkshire Henne- 
bique Ltd. Steelwork: Heeman, Beddow & Sturmer 
Ltd. Boilers: John Brown Ltd.; Yarrow Ltd. 
Cladding: Robertson Thain Ltd. Ventilators: Colt 
Ventilation Ltd. Roof decking: D. Anderson Ltd. 


Maisonettes at Camberwell. Architect: Dr. J. L. 
Martin, Architect to the LCC. General contractors: 
John Laing & Sons. Sub-contractors: Timber panels 
and joinery: Rippers Ltd. Aluminium screens, 
droppers and balcony fronts: Hawksley S.M.D. 
Construction Co. Prefabricated copper plumbing: 
Building Installations Ltd. Vitreous enamel larder 
shelves and fireplace surrounds: National Enamels 
Ltd. Lighting protection: R. C. Cutting & Co. Plastic 
flooring tiles: Marley Tile Co. Electrical installations: 
Halliday & Son. General plumbing, water services 
and dry rising mains: J. C. Toogood Ltd. Lifts: 
Express Lift Co. Metal windows: Frederick Braby 
& Co.; Crittall Manufacturing Co. Ltd. Flue and 
duct linings: True-Flue Ltd. Asbestos sheeting: Cape 
Asbestos Co. ‘Fural’ aluminium sheeting: S. W. 
Ronald & Co. Special rainwater outlets: B. Finch 
& Co. Glazing: Faulkner Greene & Co. Tiled fire- 
place surrounds: W.N. Froy & Sons. Plaster boards: 
Gyproc Products Ltd. Built-up roofing: Permanite 
Ltd. Insulating quilt: Meta Mica Ltd. Asphalt: 
General Asphalte Co. Ironmongery: Childs Con- 
stantine & Co. Lightweight insulating screeds: 
Amazon Insulation Co. Painting: T. H. Kenyon & 
Sons. Tar pavings: A. C. W. Hobman & Co. 





Plastering and granolithic work: Pollock Bros. 
(London) Ltd. 


Offices in Gresham Street, E.C.2. Architects: 
Trehearne & Norman, Preston & Partners. General 
contractors: Wates Ltd. Sub-contractors: Portland 
stone: Bath & Portland Stone Co. Lifts: Waygood- 
Otis Ltd. Heating, hot water and ventilation: Young, 
Austen & Young Ltd. Electrical: Rashleigh Phipps 
& Co. Quarzite: John Stubbs (Marble & Quarzite) 
Ltd. 


Offices in Arthur Street, E.C.4. Architects: 
Trehearne & Norman, Preston & Partners. 


General contractors: John Mowlem & Co. Sub- 
contractors: Site investigation: Le Grand Sutcliff & 
Gell Ltd. Piling and sub-structure: Soil Mechanics 
Ltd. Asphalt: General Asphalte Co. Structural 
steel: Moreland Hayne & Co. Portland stone: The 
South Western Stone Co.; Bath & Portland Stone 
Co. Westmorland slate: John Stubbs (Marble & 
Quarzite) Ltd. Granite, roman stone and marble: 
J. Whitehead & Sons. Bricks: Richard Parton 
Ltd. Tiling: Carter & Co. (London) Ltd. Terrazzo: 
Art Pavements & Decorations Ltd. Cork and 
‘ Paropa’ roofing: Frazzi Ltd. Acoustic false 
ceilings: John Dale Ltd. Staircase balustrades, 
ladders etc.: Kingsmill Metal Co. Metal windows: 
Crittall Manufacturing Co. Car park gates: Haskins 
Ltd. Steel doors: Haywards Ltd. Garage turntables: 
Francis Theakstone (1933) Ltd. Lifts: Waygood- 
Otis Ltd. Lightning conductors: Rashleigh Phipps 
& Co. Heating, hot water and ventilation: Young, 
Austen & Young Ltd. Demolition: Wackett Bros, 
Ltd. 


Office and Warehouse, London. Architects: 
Douglas & J. D. Wood, in collaboration with 
Wornum & Playne. General contractors: J. Jarvis 








& Sons. Sub-contractors: Basement waterproofing: 
Quickset Water Sealers Ltd. Terrazzo floors: 
Malacarp Terrazzo Co. Heating: Chas. P. Kinnell 
& Co. Electrical: Phoenix Electrical Co. Lifts: 
J. & E. Hall Ltd. Plumbing: Thomerson (1934) 
Ltd. Sprinklers and fire doors: Mather & Platt Ltd. 
Windows: W. G. Kaleyards Ltd. Curtain walling: 
Standard Metal Windows Co. Acoustic ceilings: 
Horace W. Cullum & Co. Wood flooring: Granwood 
Flooring Co. Roof decking: Wm. Briggs & Sons. 
Portland stone: Fenning & Co. Artificial stone: 
Empire Stone Co. Facing bricks: W. T. Lamb & 
Sons. Ladders and railings: George Wright (Lon- 
don) Ltd. Pavement lights: J. A. King & Co. 
Door furniture: Yannedis & Co. 


Industrial Offices at East Ham. Architect: Elie 
Mayorcas. General contractors: Peter Lind & Co. 
Sub-contractors: Heating, ventilating, hot and cold 
water, water supply and steam services: J. Jeffreys 
& Co. Curtain walling: Williams & Williams Ltd. 


Factory, Warehouses and Offices at Slough. 
Architect: E. D. Jefferiss Mathews of J. Douglass 
Mathews & Partners. General contractors: W. & C. 
French Ltd. Sub-contractors: Curtain walling: 
Holoplast Ltd. Post stressed floor to general offices: 
A. & C. Contractors Ltd. Structural steel: S. & G. 
Walmsley Ltd. Bricks: R. Y. Ames. 


Factory at Eastleigh, Hants. Architect: Edward 
D. Mills. General contractors: Holland & Hannen & 
Cubitts Ltd. Sub-contractors: Slate cills: Carter & 
Kernaham Ltd. Steel catwalk: Steel Scaffolding Co. 
Lifts: The Express Lift Co. Patent glazing: British 
Challenge Glazing Co. Glass: Pilkington Bros. Ltd. 
Plaster: Gotham Co. Sprinklers: Atlas Sprinkler 
Co. Warehouse precast slabs: Cheecol Processes 

[continued on page 80 
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Adaptability, durability, appearance 
and economy are keynotes of Coseley 
Standard Steel-framed Buildings. 
Standard spans from 30 to 75ft. with 
eaves heights from 8 to 20ft. and 
lengths in multiples of 12’ 6”. 


Whatever your accommodation prob- 
lem it can be solved in the shortest 
possible time by ‘Coseley’ Standard 
Buildings. Brochure and full details 
are yours for the asking. 


11,1 Vv 


SUILGINGS 


are So 


adaptable 
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CesrLEY ENGINEERING 
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LANESFIELD 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


TEL 


e BILSTON 41927 «¢ 6 lines 
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Reedlyte has the simplicity of Reeded glass but, one 
surface being stippled, a high degree of obscuration is 
imparted. Reedlyte is used for windows, partitions, and 
for borrowed lights where considerable, but not complete, 
obscuration is required and where ease in cleaning is an 
important factor. 


technical details 
Width of Reeds .. Narrow 4 in. Broad jin. 


Light transmission 83 per cent. 


Thickness ....... . 4 in. (26 0z./sq. ft.) 
#, in. (44 02z./sq. ft.) not normally held in stock 


Maximum size 100 in. x 48 in. 
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exe e+ GLASS 


PILKINGTON BROTHERS Lintt#@o 


For further information on the use of glass in building consult 
the Technical Sales and Service Department, St. Helens, Lancs. (Telephone: St. Helens 4001), 
or Selwyn House, Cleveland Row, St. James’s, London, S.W.1. (Telephone: Whitehall 5672-6) 


Supplies are available through the usual trade channels 
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continued from page 78] 
Ltd. Precast concrete roofing: Concrete Ltd. Wall 
and floor tiling: Cope & Co. Flat roofing: William 
Briggs & Sons. Plumbing and cold water: William 
Freer Ltd. Built-up roofing: London Asphalte & 
Felt Roofing Co. Glass domes: T. & W. Ide Ltd. 
Lantern lights: Williams & Williams Ltd. Air pump 
unit: Equipment Repairs Ltd. Air compressor: 
Broom & Wade Ltd. Precast stone: Blockcrete Co. 
Vacuum pumps: Lacy-Hulbert & Co. Calorifiers: 
Hartley & Sugden. Powermaster boiler: G.W.B. 
Furnaces Ltd. Warehouse concrete framework: R. E. 
Eagan Ltd. Facing bricks: Henry J. Greenham 
(1929) Ltd. 


Television Laboratories at Enfield. Architects: 
G. A. Jellicoe & Partners. General contractors: 
J. Jarvis & Sons. Sub-contractors: Heating, hot 
water and ventilation installations: J. Jeffreys & Co. 
Acoustic ceilings: Burgess Products Co. Electrical 
installation: Phoenix Electrical Co. (London) Ltd. 
Lifts: Bennie Lifts Ltd. Lightning conductors: 
J. W. Gray & Son. Metal windows and wallspan 
curtain walling: The Standard Metal Window Co. 
Demountable partitions: The Ayrshire Dockyard 
Co. Sliding folding doors and roller 
Dennison Kett & Co. Travelling cradle track: 
Palmer’s Travelling Cradle & Scaffolding Co. Fire 
doors: Mather & Platt Ltd. Stone facings: Stuart’s 
Granolithie Co. Piling: The Franki Compressed 
Pile Co. Mineralite rendering: Cooper, Wettern & 
Co. Cement glaze: Robb’s Cement Enamel Finishes 
Ltd. Sanitary fittings: W. N. Froy & Sons. Precast 
facing slabs: The Malacarp Terrazzo Co. Bricks: 
W. T. Lamb & Sons; Broad & Co. Duct covers: 
Broad & Co. Slate cills: E. F. Williams Ltd. 
Venetian blinds: J. Avery & Co. Gas incinerators: 
Southalls (Birmingham) Ltd. Concrete fixings: The 
Abbey Building Supplies Co. 


shutters: ° 





Factory at Swindon. Architect: Bertram Carter. 
Main construction work and installation of mech- 
anical and industrial services carried out wholly by 
the Cubitt Group. Main contractors: Messrs. Holland 
& Hannen and Cubitt’s. Mechanical Services: 
Electrical Service Installations Ltd. 


Factory at Kitt Green, near Wigan. Architects: 
E. D. Jefferiss Mathews, of J. Douglass Mathews 
& Partners, in collaboration with Skidmore, 
Owings & Merrill of New York. General contractors: 
A. Monk & Co. Sub-contractors: Steel: Peirson & 
Co. 


College of Further Education at Harrow. Archi- 
tect: C. G. Stillman, Middlesex County Architect. 
General contractors: Prestige & Co. Sub-contractors: 
Barrel vault: Twisteel Reinforcement Ltd. Piling: 
The Franki Compressed Pile Co. Electrical installa- 
tion: T. Clarke & Co. Mechanical installations: 
William Freer Ltd. Concrete windows: J. A. King 
& Co. Steel windows: The Crittall Manufacturing 
Co. Wood (carda) windows: Holcon Ltd. Lifts: 
Waygood-Otis Ltd. Sanitary Ware: Adamsez Ltd. 
Laboratory furniture and fitments: George M. 
Hammer & Co. Polythene pipe-line and fittings: 
J.S. & F. Folkard (Engineering) Ltd. Pyrex glass 
pipe-line and fittings: G.V.F. Ltd. Chemical stone- 
ware: Doulton & Co. Roofing: D. Anderson & Sons. 
Patent glazing: Hills (West Bromwich) Ltd. 
Bicycle holders: Le Bas Tube Co. Sliding door gear: 
George W. King Ltd. Woodwool roofing slabs: 
Halcrete (Precision) Panels Ltd. Metal louvred 
ventilators: Greenwoods & Airvac Ventilation Co. 
Glass domelight: R. Seddon & Sons. Facing bricks: 
Henry J. Greenham (1929) Ltd. 





Technical College at Redear. Architects: Gollins, 
Melvin, Ward & Partners. General contractors: 
F. Shepherd & Son. Sub-contractors: Mechanical 
services: Steels Engineers Installations Ltd. Elec- 
trical services: Jowett & Throp Ltd. Structural 
steelwork: Banister, Walton & Co. Reinforced 
concrete work: Girlingstone Ltd. Curtain walling: 
Holoplast Ltd. Sanitary fittings: B. Finch & Co. 
Precast chimney stack: Truflue Ltd. Dome lights: 
T. & W. Ide Ltd. Patent glazing: Henry Hope & 
Sons. 


Corrections 


We regret that on page 350, AR, November, 1955, Messrs. 
J. & B. Abbott (Contractors) Ltd. were credited with 
responsibility for plastering on the S.E. Passenger Handling 
Building, London Airport. They were in fact the painting 
contractors for this building. 


In the description of the Laboratories at Rangoon, AR, 
November, 1955, page 313, the consultants for the space 
deck unit system were omitted. They were Bolton, Hennessey 
& Partners. 


Advertisements 


ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW.—Pre-war issues required 
by Birmingham School of Architecture: February, 1936, 
August, 1937, November, 1938. Reply to The Director, 
Birmingham School of Architecture, Margaret Street, 
Birmingham, 3. 


“REVIEW’’ BACK NUMBERS:— Urgently required: one 
copy each of the issues of THE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW, Janu- 
ary to April 1955. Please reply to Box Number WC VVT. 


ARCHITECTURAL DRAUGHTSMEN: B.X. Plastics Ltd., 
Brantham Worx«s, Nr. Manningtree, Essex, require Draughts- 
men for work in connection with industrial and administrative 
buildings. Applicants, aged 20 to 30, must be well versed in 
the preparation of schemes and detailed working drawings, 
and possess a sound knowledge of building construction, 
surveying, and estimating for building work. Good oppor- 
tunit:es with an expanding Company in a pleasant area. 
Tec. nical library and sports facilities available. Contributory 
pension scheme in operation. Salary commensurate with 
experience and ability. Apply to tne Personnel Manager, 
stating age, experience and qualitications. 








3% [oor space saved 25% more desk axea 


846 (Eight-for-Six) furniture literally applies time and motion principles to 
the office — whether it is for one person or several hundred (including 
Thus eight people can work 


sound-proofed offices for senior personnel). 


with greater efficiency and comfort where only six worked before. 









wide variety of seating plans. 


aon Sys/ems ) 


THE SHANNON LTD., 34 SHANNON CORNER, NEW MALDEN, SURREY 


@ Send for this fully illus- 
trated free booklet showing 


And in addition the desk area of each worker is 25% greater. 

Plan NOW for future expansion—decide to make more of existing space 
846 (Eight-for-Six)) is efficient! It looks efficient too! Just write “846” 
(Eight-for-Six) on your notepaper and full particulars will be sent by return. 


SERIES 


Systm OFFICE 
FURNITURE 
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Tomorrow for him means trying to deal with the company’s business while 










smothered in the company’s noise. Beginning as innocent little sounds made 
by telephone bells and accounting machines and the people in the office next 
door, together these sounds make noise. No one can work efficiently, think 
clearly, avoid irritation, when they have to fight against noise. Everyone 
wants to get away from noise and stay away from it. Let Cullum sponge up 


noise, reduce sounds to a comfortable level. Call in Cullum straight away. 


Sound control by 


Ma Se — - 


THE ACOUSTIC CONSULTANTS & CONTRACTORS 


Concessionnaires for ACOUSTI-CELOTEX 
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Reinforced 
Concrete 


Contractors: Messrs. Thomas Bow, Nottinghom. Reproduced by 
R.M. Finch, Esq., O.8.E.,MJ.C.E., City Engineer & Surveyor, City 0: 
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